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Objectives of BC Nature
(Federation of BC Naturalists)

e To provide naturalists and nature clubs of BC
with a collective voice on conservation and
environmental issues.

* To foster an awareness, appreciation, and
understanding of our natural environment,
that it may be wisely used and maintained for
future generations.

® To encourage the formation and cooperation
of nature clubs throughout BC.

* To provide a means of communication among
naturalists in BC.

We reserve the right to edit submissions for length, style, and clarity.

Articles and advertising in BCnature magazine do not
necessarily reflect the views of all BC Nature members.

BCnature is published quarterly, circulation @ 7,300

Editorial Team: Betty Davison
Rick Gee
Donald L. Kramer
Ron Read
Claudia Copley

We welcome your articles, photos, and letters. Please email them
to communications@bcnature.ca

Advertising and article submission deadline for the

Fall edition: August 15, 2026

BC Nature Board of Directors

President Harold Sellers
Vice President Alex Bodden
Past President Nancy Flood
Treasurer Natasha Chan
Secretary Susan Thorne

Alanna Mackenzie
Jennifer Dowd
Stewart Wilson
Viktorija Juciaté
Jennifer Luther

Secretary Alternate
Conservation Chair

Kootenay Coordinator

Lower Mainland Coordinator
Lower Mainland Co-coordinator

Northern BC Coordinator Walter Thorne
Vancouver Island Coordinator Bruce Coates
Thompson/Okanagan/Shuswap Coordinator Gary Hunt
Education Chair Dave Leman
Director-at-Large Michelle Gregoire
Director-at-Large Olga Lansdorp
Director-at-Large Peter Ballin

Contact Us: communications@bcnature.ca
Full Colour, PDF or e-version of BCnature is available online at
www.benature.org

All references that were submitted with the articles can be found
in the e-version edition.

BC Nature 1620 Mount Seymour Road
North Vancouver, BC V7G 2R9 Tel: 604-985-3057
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Investing in Nature’s ¥ ‘

For decades, BC Nature has built one of the most far-reaching grassroots
conservation networks in British Columbia—connecting more than 65+
clubs and thousands of people working to monitor species, restore habitats,
and advocate for the protection of the natural world. From coastal estuaries
to interior grasslands, from northern forests to urban shorelines, this col-

lective effort has become one of the most powerful conservation networks in

Canada.

But it is reaching its limits.

The demands of coordination, advocacy, and growth have outpaced what a volunteer-led
structure can sustain. As conservation pressures intensify across the province, BC Nature
faces a clear choice: remain as it is—or build the leadership needed to meet this moment.

BC Nature cannot move forward at the scale this moment demands without dedicated
leadership.

Hiring an Executive Director is the critical next step.

For years, BC Nature has achieved remarkable impact through the commitment of volunteers.
But the scale, complexity, and urgency of conservation work in B.C. have grown—and with
them, expectations from member clubs, partners, funders, and government.

Opportunities to expand are within reach - but only if there is capacity to lead them.

An Executive Director is not simply an organizational addition. It is the key to unlocking BC
Nature’s full potential.
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With dedicated leadership, BC Nature will be able to:

« Strengthen coordination across its network of
clubs

« Expand fundraising, including major and legacy
giving

« Amplify advocacy with a strong, unified provincial
voice

« Build partnerships that extend conservation
impact

« Support local clubs with the tools and resources
they need to thrive

This role directly supports the work already

happening across British Columbia—ensuring it is

connected, amplified, and sustained.

Without it, growth is limited.
With it, impact expands across the entire

- Opportunities to expand
impact are within reach—
but only if there is the

i capacity to lead them.

province.

At the same time, this moment calls for more than
immediate action. It calls for long-term vision.

BC Nature’s mission captures both:
to help people with Knowing Nature—and to
Keep it Worth Knowing.

To fully realize that mission, we must invest in two
complementary priorities.

First, we must strengthen BC Nature today.
Operational funding is essential to hire an Executive
Director, support coordination across the federation,
and sustain the work already underway in commun-
ities across the province. This is what enables BC Na-
ture to function as the connective force linking clubs,
people, and conservation efforts.
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Second, we must build for the future through the BC  this moment.
Naturalists’ Foundation.

By growing long-term funds—particularly through .
legacy giving—we can create a stable financial foun-
dation that supports conservation, education, and .

stewardship for generations to come.

Over time, as long-term funds grow, they can help
provide stable support not only for conservation
initiatives, but also for leadership itself—creating
a sustainable cycle in which today’s investment
strengthens tomorrow’s capacity.

A gift today helps BC Nature take this essential step—

It ensures that:

The work of 65+ clubs is better supported,
connected, and amplified

Conservation efforts across British Columbia are
coordinated and strengthened

Opportunities for funding, advocacy, and
partnership are fully realized

A long-term vision for sustainability begins to take

shape

It transforms a strong network into a truly

powerful one.

moving from a volunteer-driven model to one with '.I‘hese two priorities are deeply
the leadership capacity needed to meet the scale of interconnected.

BC Nature Supports Science Fairs all over B.C.

Monthly giving provides reliable,

ongoing support that sustains
this work from day to day.

Legacy giving creates enduring
impact that will carry it forward
for generations.

Together, they form a continuum
of care for the natural world.

What your support makes
possible
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Conservation Advocacy
Citizen Science
Education

Club Support

Youth Engagement



