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January 6, 2026 

CLIFF# 149103 
Via email: manager@bcnature.ca 
 
Nancy Flood, PhD 
President 
BC Nature 
1620 Mt. Seymour Road 
North Vancouver, BC V7G 2R9 
 
Dear Dr. Flood: 
 
Thank you for your letter dated December 17, 2025, and for sharing BC Nature’s 
backgrounder, North Coast Tanker Ban at Risk: Why BC’s Northern Waters Cannot 
Sustain Oil Port Development. We appreciate the depth of scientific and cultural 
context provided and the emphasis on the ecological significance of Hecate Strait 
and surrounding waters. 
 
Your concerns regarding the risks posed by diluted bitumen spills, the limitations 
of spill response under North Coast conditions, and the potential impacts on 
marine ecosystems and Indigenous communities are well noted. We acknowledge 
the evidence you cited, including the vulnerability of forage fish populations, 
seabird colonies, and marine mammals, as well as the cultural and food security 
implications for Indigenous Nations. 
 
The Government of British Columbia shares your commitment to safeguarding 
the North Coast. Premier David Eby recently reaffirmed B.C.’s support for the 
existing oil tanker ban. Minister Adrian Dix also noted that the December vote by 
chiefs at the Assembly of First Nations to uphold the ban reinforces the Province’s 
position that more suitable alternatives exist than pursuing a northern coast 
pipeline. 
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It is important to clarify that the Province does not have constitutional authority to 
regulate offshore tanker traffic or to amend or repeal the federal moratorium 
established under the Oil Tanker Moratorium Act. These matters fall under federal 
jurisdiction. However, B.C. has consistently supported the moratorium and will 
continue to work collaboratively with the federal government and Indigenous 
Nations to uphold strong protections for this region. 
 
Minister Dix’s remarks at the Assembly of First Nations highlight the Province’s 
respect for the leadership of Indigenous Nations in stewarding North Coast 
waters. The Province remains committed to applying precautionary principles in 
its decision‑making on marine shipping and oil infrastructure. Your request for 
public reaffirmation of these commitments aligns well with the Province’s ongoing 
advocacy efforts. 
 
Thank you again for your thoughtful letter and for BC Nature’s continued 
dedication to conservation. We welcome further dialogue and collaboration on 
this important issue. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Joe Masi, CPA 
Director, Energy Economics and Royalties Branch 
Energy Resources Division 
British Columbia Ministry of Energy and Climate Solutions 
 


