


[Club Name]
[Address]
[City, BC, Postal Code]
[Email / Website]
[Date]
To: All feedback to be submitted on the feedback portal here: https://consultation-portal.leg.bc.ca/consultations/154 
Re: Urgent Environmental Concerns Regarding Bill M216 — The Professional Reliance Act
Dear [Recipient Name],
We write to you today not just as naturalists, but as witnesses to the living landscapes of British Columbia — to the streams that carry salmon home, the wetlands where herons hunt, the forests that hold centuries of life. We are deeply alarmed by Bill M216, and we ask that you consider with urgency the consequences it could have on the natural world we all depend upon.
BC’s ecosystems are already fragile. We are losing habitat faster than we can restore it. One misjudged development can alter a watershed for generations. A single wetland drained is gone forever.
Bill M216 would allow development decisions to flow through a single hired professional, paid by the proponents themselves — without municipal environmental review or independent verification. One signature could replace entire layers of oversight. 
This is not a distant risk, the impacts will be immediate, direct, and irreversible.
If Bill M216 passes as written:
· Environmental reviews would be signed off without local ecological understanding.
· Riparian buffers and wetland protections will no longer be enforceable.
· Development applications with missing or flawed data will proceed without challenge.
· Habitat fragmentation, stormwater pollution, and species loss would accelerate rapidly. 
This Bill removes the very hands that are meant to hold the line.
Municipal biologists and environmental staff are the eyes and ears on the ground. They know where amphibians breed after rain, where migratory birds rest, where groundwater rises in winter. Under Bill M216, their voices are sidelined. Their warnings may go unheard.
We cannot manage ecosystems from a distance, and we cannot safeguard nature by privatizing responsibility. Environmental protection must remain rooted in the public interest. 
We have a moral obligation to future generations to act now — before the harm occurs, not after.
We respectfully ask the Province to:
1. Reject or significantly amend Bill M216 to restore municipal authority and environmental oversight.
2. Require independent environmental review, particularly for projects impacting shorelines, wetlands, forests, and wildlife corridors.
3. Ensure accountability, so ecological harm does not fall on the public and taxpayers.
4. Engage with local naturalists, Indigenous knowledge holders, municipalities, and scientists before any advancement of this legislation.

We love this province for its wildness, its eagles overhead, the quiet of the marsh at dawn, the returning salmon that keep whole forests alive. We cannot afford to weaken the safeguards that protect them.
Please stand with us, with communities, and with the irreplaceable ecosystems of British Columbia.
The cost of inaction or delayed action will be paid on the land itself.
With BC Nature, we stand together to protect the natural heritage of British Columbia and strongly oppose Bill M216.
Sincerely,
[Name & Title]
[Club / Organization]
[Contact Information]




