
 

 

 
 
       December 1, 2025 

Distribution List 

Dear Sirs and Madams, 

Nature Builds a Stronger Canada  

Thank you for your letter dated September 9th, 2025, outlining your perspectives regarding 
new legislation across Canada and the importance of environmental standards.  

In the NWT, a single integrated resource management regulatory regime exists, established 
through modern Aboriginal rights agreements and co-management processes outlined in the 
federal Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act (MVRMA). The MVMRA covers the entire 
Mackenzie Valley region of the NWT which includes the Sahtu Settlement Area, the Gwich’in 
Settlement Area and the Wek’èezhìi Resource Management Area, as well as unsettled areas in 
this region. Regulatory processes within the Inuvialuit Settlement Region in the northern 
portion of the territory are linked directly to requirements set out in the Inuvialuit Final 
Agreement. 

The Government of the NWT (GNWT) is a strong supporter of responsible resource 
development, along with effective and efficient regulatory review processes. Should future 
projects of “national interest” as defined under the Building Canada Act include a project in the 
NWT, the NWT’s regulatory processes will continue to be robust, Aboriginal rights-based, 
evidence driven, and include public processes that require engagement and consultation with 
potentially impacted Indigenous government and Indigenous organizations.  The inclusion of 
traditional knowledge and science in decision-making is also an important part of the legislated 
regulatory regime.  As is, the protection of the environment, social, cultural and economic well-
being and the importance of the environment to way of life of Indigenous peoples are 
cornerstones of environmental review processes in the NWT.       

The NWT also continues to be a leader in environmental stewardship, reflected in the work 
completed under Healthy Land, Healthy People: GNWT’s Priorities for Advancement of 
Conservation Network Planning 2023-2028. This document is the GNWT’s guide to the 
establishment, planning, management and operation of the NWT Conservation Network and 
associated conservation initiatives. The successful completion of the priority outcomes listed 
in this document are crucial for advancing Canada’s 30% by 2030 conservation goals. 
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The GNWT’s commitment is demonstrated through its partnership in the NWT: Our Land for 
the Future (OLF) initiative which is designed to provide long-term sustainable funding and 
support Indigenous-led conservation efforts across the territory. The GNWT mandate for 
sustainable development works with conservation to ensure that economic opportunities are 
balanced with the need for environmental protection.  

In closing, the GNWT is working to identify areas for regulatory improvements and ways to 
bring efficiencies to the regulatory review process.  Together with our Indigenous government 
co-management partners, industry and the federal government this work is ongoing.   It is our 
intention to find areas of improvement within the regulatory process that can support red-tape 
reduction and increase the efficiency of regulatory processes, while still maintaining 
environmental standards and the legislated requirements noted above.   

 

       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Jay Macdonald 
       Minister 
       Environment and Climate Change  
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