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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

December 17, 2025

The Honourable David Eby, KC
Premier of British Columbia
Office of the Premier

Province of British Columbia

Dear Premier Eby,

On behalf of BC Nature, we are writing to you as Premier of British Columbia to express our deep
concern regarding any consideration of weakening or removing protections that safeguard British
Columbia’s North Coast from tanker traffic associated with the marine transport of diluted bitumen and
other petroleum products, and associated port development.

BC Nature represents thousands of naturalists, conservationists, and scientists across the province who are
committed to protecting British Columbia’s biodiversity and ecological integrity. We believe the North
Coast tanker ban is one of the most critical environmental safeguards in Canada, and its continued
enforcement is essential to the long-term health of northern marine ecosystems, Indigenous communities,
and the fishing and tourism industries; without doubt, it is in the public interest.

Hecate Strait and the surrounding North Coast waters are among the most productive and most hazardous
marine environments on Earth. Characterized by shallow basins, extreme storm exposure, fast-changing
winds, and powerful currents, this region presents conditions in which oil spill response is functionally
ineffective particularly in regular north coast conditions like winter storms. Scientific evidence shows that
mechanical recovery methods fail in wave heights well below those routinely experienced in Hecate
Strait, meaning that any significant spill would spread rapidly and uncontrollably into sensitive habitats.
Additionally, the many shoals and bays along that coast are shallow and hazardous to small boats, making
spill responses futile.

These waters support globally significant populations of Pacific herring, oolichan, salmon, seabirds, and
marine mammals, including several species listed under the Species at Risk Act. The marine food web is
driven by populations of forage fish whose collapse would ripple through the entire ecosystem. Peer-
reviewed research and historical spill data demonstrate that recovery from oil contamination in such
systems can take 25-40 years or longer, and in some cases a return to baseline conditions is never
achieved. In simple terms: once diluted bitumen or other petroleum products enter this ecosystem,
effective cleanup is not feasible under North Coast conditions, and the damage would last for generations.

The North Coast is also home to Indigenous Nations whose cultures, food systems, and governance are
inseparable from the health of the marine environment. Nations including the Haida, Haisla, Heiltsuk,
Kitasoo/Xai’xais, Gitga’at, Nisga’a, Tsimshian, and Wet’suwet’en have been unanimous and consistent in
their opposition to oil tanker traffic and oil port development in these waters.

Any move to weaken tanker restrictions would represent not only an environmental risk, but a serious
infringement on Indigenous rights, food security, and cultural continuity protected under Section 35 of the
Constitution Act. These Nations have repeatedly called for recognition of Indigenous law, co-governance,
and precautionary decision-making on the North Coast.
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Experience from major spills such as Exxon Valdez demonstrates that even decades later, shoreline
toxicity, seabird losses, and fish population collapse can persist. The North Coast faces greater wave
exposure, stronger currents, and more complex shorelines than many previously impacted regions,
making the likelihood of recovery even lower.

For this reason, BC Nature strongly affirms that prevention is the only effective conservation strategy for
northern coastal waters. Legislative protection, including the tanker ban, is not symbolic: it is the only
realistic defense against irreversible ecological loss.

Our Request
BC Nature respectfully urges the Government of British Columbia to:

1. Publicly reaffirm its commitment to maintaining strong protections for the North Coast, including
opposition to any weakening of tanker restrictions;

2. Respect and uphold Indigenous leadership and governance in all decisions affecting northern
marine ecosystems; and

3. Apply the precautionary principle in all policy decisions related to marine shipping and oil
infrastructure in high-risk environments such as the north coast.

British Columbia’s northern waters are a global ecological treasure and a foundation for cultural,
ecological, and economic resilience. Once lost, they cannot be restored.

We appreciate your attention to this critical matter and would welcome the opportunity to discuss these
concerns further.

Yours in Nature,

Do) 7t

Nancy Flood, PhD.,
President, BC Nature

BC Nature

E: president@bcnature.ca

cc:

Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy
Minister of Energy, Mines and Low Carbon Innovation
Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship
Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation
Attorney General of British Columbia
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