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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

November 19, 2025

Hon. Randene Neill

Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship
Parliament Buildings

Victoria, British Columbia V8V 1X4

WLRS .Minister@gov.bc.ca

Re: Urgent Protection of Marbled Murrelet Habitat — Tsitika and Loss Creek Watersheds
Dear Minister Neill,

On behalf of British Columbia Nature (BC Nature), representing close to 7,000 members and 64
organizations across the province, I am writing to request a meeting to discuss the urgent need
for coordinated protection of Marbled Murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus) nesting habitat
within the Tsitika and Loss Creek watersheds on Vancouver Island.

The Marbled Murrelet is federally listed as Threatened under the Species at Risk Act and
provincially designated as Threatened. This species depends on large, moss-covered branches in
mature and old-growth coniferous trees—typically within 50 kilometers of the coast—for
nesting. British Columbia supports over 90% of Canada’s breeding population, making our
province globally significant for the species’ survival.

Both the Tsitika (north island) and Loss Creek (south island) watersheds are recognized by Birds
Canada and partners as Key Biodiversity Area (KBA) candidates due to their exceptionally high
concentrations of nesting Marbled Murrelets. Radar and acoustic surveys confirm over 400 birds
using the Tsitika watershed, far exceeding KBA thresholds, while Loss Creek retains some of the
last suitable nesting habitat in southern Vancouver Island. Despite this, both areas fall short of
provincial habitat retention targets under the 2021 Marbled Murrelet Ministerial Order, leaving
critical nesting habitat vulnerable.

BC Nature respectfully requests a meeting with your office to discuss how the Ministry of
Water, Land and Resource Stewardship can:

1. Secure permanent protection of the remaining suitable nesting habitat in Tsitika and
Loss Creek to meet or exceed 2021 Order targets.

2. Integrate both watersheds into the Key Biodiversity Area (KBA) network, ensuring
recognition within the B.C. Biodiversity and Ecosystem Health Framework.

3. Commit to transparent, measurable monitoring supported by Indigenous stewardship
and community science partnerships.

4. Publicly report progress toward meeting both provincial and federal recovery strategy
objectives under the Species at Risk Act (2023).
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Our position is not one of opposition, but of a call for accountability and science-based
stewardship. By working collaboratively, we can ensure that B.C.’s biodiversity and ecosystem
health commitments translate into meaningful outcomes on the ground.

BC Nature and its member groups would greatly value the opportunity to meet with you—or
your senior staff—to explore how these goals align with the Province’s leadership in old-growth
and species-at-risk protection.

Thank you for your ongoing work to advance conservation and reconciliation across British
Columbia. We look forward to your response and would be pleased to accommodate your

schedule.

Sincerely,

///M/yb/ Hul

Nancy Flood
President, BC Nature
president@bcnature.ca

cc: Hon. Ravi Parmar, Minister of Forests - for.minister@gov.bc.ca
cc: Hon. Tamara Davidson, Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy —
env.minister@gov.bc.ca
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