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November 17, 2025 
 
 
To: Hong Tjhie 
Regional Herring Officer  
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Hong.Tjhie@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
 
 
Subject: The Future of the Salish Sea Depends on This: BC Nature Calls for a Herring 
Recovery Pause. BC Nature’s Position on the Draft IFMP for Pacific Herring (2025–2026) 
 
 
Dear Mr. Tihie, 
 
On behalf of BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists), representing more than 6,000 members 
across British Columbia, we are writing to express our deep concern regarding the Draft 
Integrated Fisheries Management Plan (IFMP) for Pacific Herring for 2025–2026. 
 
Pacific herring are a foundational species in the Salish Sea. Their decline is linked to widespread 
impacts on salmon recovery, seabird populations, marine mammals, and the overall ecological 
integrity of our coastal waters. As British Columbia’s leading volunteer-based naturalist 
organization, BC Nature has a direct interest in supporting ecosystem health and the species that 
depend on it. 
 
After reviewing the draft IFMP and hearing from many of our member clubs, we find that the 
plan does not go far enough to ensure the meaningful rebuilding of herring stocks in the Strait of 
Georgia. Continuing to rely on a maximum “sustainable” yield model — even as key biomass 
indicators trend downward — fails to apply the precautionary principle required for a species of 
this ecological importance. 
 
We strongly support the recommendations of the W̱SÁNEĆ Hereditary Chiefs and Leadership 
Council, the Herring Conservation and Restoration Society, and partner organizations such as 
Pacific Wild, all of whom are calling for a pause or full moratorium on the commercial herring 
fishery in the Strait of Georgia until stocks demonstrate measurable recovery. 
 
BC Nature supports this position. 
We formally recommend that DFO institute a pause on all commercial herring harvest in 
the Strait of Georgia until independent science, Indigenous knowledge, and long-term 
population monitoring demonstrate clear, sustained recovery. 
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We also recommend that the final IFMP: 

• Incorporate Indigenous-led stewardship models aligned with the W̱SÁNEĆ Herring 
Declaration (2024) 

• Commit to transparent, community-accessible population monitoring 
• Include clear rebuilding targets and ecological thresholds that trigger adaptive 

management 
• Consider cumulative ecosystem impacts on predators such as salmon, seabirds, 

pinnipeds, and cetaceans 
 
As an organization with longstanding involvement in marine conservation, we believe the 
decisions made now will define the future biodiversity of the Salish Sea. 
Thank you for considering BC Nature’s recommendations. We welcome further dialogue and 
collaboration in safeguarding British Columbia’s coastal ecosystems. 
 
Yours in nature, 

 
Nancy Flood 
President, BC Nature 
 
 
 
 
 


