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29 September 2025 
 
Re: Proposed auction of cutblocks in the Tsitika Valley, Timber Sale License TA1375 
 
On behalf of BC Nature, I am writing to you with concerns about the imminent auction of 
forest cutblocks in the Tsitika Valley on Vancouver Island, to be held on September 30th. BC 
Nature (the Federation of BC Naturalists) represents 64 affiliated organizations and close to 
7,000 members province-wide. Our membership is concerned for the conservation of British 
Columbia’s landscapes and the diversity of organisms that inhabit them. We promote the 
integrity of our natural ecosystems, not only to protect their biodiversity, but also our lives and 
the lives of future generations.  
 
We have five major concerns about these proposed cutblocks: 

• They are contrary to the BC government’s agreement to follow the recommendations of 
the recent Old Growth Strategic Review in retaining tall-tree old-growth forest. 

• The clearcut logging will impact the Oldgrowth Specklebelly Lichen 
(Pseudocyphellaria rainierensis), a species of Special Concern in Canada. 

• The logging will remove known nesting habitat of the Marbled Murrelet 
(Brachyramphus marmoratus), listed as Threatened in Canada. 

• Increased sediment runoff from clearcut logging is likely to affect the rubbing beaches 
used by Orcas (Orcinus orca) at the Robson Bight (Michael Bigg) Ecological Reserve 
at the mouth of the Tsitika River. 

• The cutblocks will remove important buffer habitat for the protected forests in the 
Tsitika Mountain Ecological Reserve. 

 
Overall, these proposed cutblocks are in direct conflict with BC Timber Sales stated mission on 
ecological sustainability: “Sustainability is understanding the risks and changes brought about 
by climate change and adapting forest management plans and activities to enhance 
resilience to wildfire and other natural disturbances.” (from the BC Timber Sales website). 
 
BC Nature is respectfully requesting a postponement of the proposed auctions of these Tsitika 
cutblocks until these issues have been satisfactory resolved. Specifically, we look forward to 
your responses to these issues: 
 
1. How do the proposed cutblocks meet the BC Government’s stated acceptance of the Old 
Growth Strategic Review by Al Gorley and Garry Merkel? 
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-
industry/forestry/stewardship/old-growth-forests/strategic-review-20200430.pdf  
 
2. What surveys and studies have been done to determine the impacts of these cutblocks on the  
Oldgrowth Specklebelly Lichen and what steps have been taken to meet the recommendations 
of the Management Plan for this species?  
https://www.sararegistry.gc.ca/virtual_sara/files/plans/mp_oldgrowth_specklebelly_e_proposed
.pdf  
 
3. What surveys and studies have been done to determine the impacts of these cutblocks on the  
Marbled Murrelet and what steps have been taken to meet the recommendations of the federal 
Recovery Strategy and the provincial Implementation Plan for this species?  
Environment and Climate Change Canada. 2023. Amended Recovery Strategy for the Marbled 

Murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus) in Canada. Species at Risk Act Recovery Strategy 
Series. Environment and Climate Change Canada, Ottawa. vii + 71 pp. URL: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-
registry/recovery-strategies/marbled-murrelet-amended-final-2023.html 

British Columbia Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural 
Development (BCMFLNRORD). 2018. Implementation plan for the Marbled Murrelet 
(Brachyramphus marmoratus) in British Columbia. Victoria, B.C. 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/plants-animals-and-ecosystems/species-
ecosystems-at-risk/recovery-
planning/implementation_plan_for_the_recovery_of_marbled_murrelet.pdf.    

 
4. What steps have been taken to avoid sediment runoff from the clearcuts to the Robson Bight 
Ecological Reserve? 
 
5. Do the proposed cutblocks provide effective buffers to avoid blowdowns and other impacts 
from the logging on the adjacent Tsitika Mountain Ecological Reserve? 
 
We ask that these Tsitika Valley cutblock auctions be postponed until all of these issues have 
been satisfactorily addressed, and we look forward to your prompt responses to our members’ 
concerns. 
 
Yours truly, 

 
Nancy Flood, PhD 
President: BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) 
 
 
CC: BC Minister of Forests: Hon. Ravi Parmar    FOR.Minister@gov.bc.ca  
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