Recommendations to Address the Gap
To ensure the mandate supports both economic and environmental priorities, we propose the following:

Action

Details

Question

Partner with
Conservation
Organizations

Collaborate with organizations like BC Nature and similar conservation
groups to create cost-effective strategies for wildlife conservation and habitat
restoration. By tapping into our expertise, the government can develop and
implement biodiversity offsets that ensure mining projects contribute to net-
positive environmental outcomes. These partnerships can align economic
development with ecological stewardship, fostering sustainable practices that
benefit both communities and the environment.

As Stewart mentioned, we have a lot of partnerships
with different organizations. Are there project you are
working on where BC Nature can help?

Integrate
2. | Sustainability into
Permit Processes

Collaborate with the Minister of Water, Lands, and Resource Stewardship to
incorporate robust sustainability requirements into the streamlined permitting
process. This approach ensures that environmental conservation becomes a
core component of mining approvals. Additionally, encourage permit
applicants to include proactive conservation measures—such as habitat
enhancement initiatives or funding for local conservation projects—as
integral parts of their proposals. These steps will help balance economic
development with the protection of British Columbia's natural resources,
species, and ecosystems.

Is there a contact we can connect with to provide BC
Nature expertise in nature conservation and
contribute to updates on the permitting process?

Adopt Landscape-
Level Planning

Promote integrated land-use planning that carefully balances mining interests
with the preservation of wildlife corridors, protected areas, and Indigenous
stewardship priorities. Utilize tools such as biodiversity assessments in land-
use agreements to identify and prioritize critical areas for conservation. This
strategic approach ensures that resource development proceeds in harmony
with environmental protection, fostering sustainable practices while
respecting ecological and cultural values.

Are there projects where BC Nature can consult and
provide our nature conservation expertise?




Promote Local
and Indigenous-
Led Conservation
Initiatives and
Establish a
Sustainability
Adyvisory Panel

Support Indigenous Guardians programs to monitor and protect natural areas
impacted by mining operations, fostering partnerships with First Nations to
integrate Traditional Ecological Knowledge into sustainability practices.
Additionally, form an advisory group composed of First Nations
representatives, as well as others, including industry representatives,
conservation experts, and community members. This group could provide
guidance on sustainable mining practices, monitor progress, and ensure that
development aligns with both environmental and cultural stewardship
priorities. Together, these initiatives would enhance collaborative decision-
making and promote long-term ecological and community well-being.

As Stewart mentioned, we have a lot of partnerships
with different organizations. Are there project you are
working on where BC Nature can help?




