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Dear Nancy Flood: 
 
Thank you for your letter dated February 5, 2025, regarding my appointment as Minister 
of Agriculture and Food for British Columbia (B.C.). 
 
The Ministry of Agriculture and Food (AF) values the important work of BC Nature and 
remains committed to supporting farmers and ranchers with implementing sustainable 
management practices. Among our efforts, AF’s initiatives include the B.C. Environmental 
Farm Plan and the Beneficial Management Practices programs. In addition to these long-
standing programs, AF is also investing in ecological goods and services payments 
through its Resilient Agricultural Landscape Program. This initiative provides funding 
through established agreements between agricultural landowners and delivery partners, 
such as the Investment Agriculture Foundation of B.C. (Farmland Advantage) and the 
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust. 
 
Through the above-mentioned programs, the Province provides funding to agricultural 
producers to adopt sustainable beneficial management practices including: 
 

• Planting of trees/shrubs on marginal or high-risk cropland (e.g., hedgerows). 
• Increased frequency of perennials in annual rotations (e.g., grassland set asides). 
• Establishing pollinator strips or other perennial cover for pollinator habitat. 
• Developing and relocating infrastructure to protect wildlife and species at risk. 
• Establishing or expanding buffers (grasses, trees, shrubs) along surface water in 

agricultural fields and protecting riparian areas, invasive species removal. 
• Establishing shelterbelts or tree buffers. 
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• Enhanced riparian area grazing management, and more. 
 
Beyond funding support, AF maintains a series of online information and education 
resources focused on promoting riparian and biodiversity protection as well as 
sustainable grazing practices. We are also supporting the development of the B.C. Habitat 
and Biodiversity Assessment Tool to serve as a biodiversity management resource for 
farmers and professionals. Furthermore, AF is leading the Stewarding Agricultural 
Watercourses project, which aims to promote and improve the sustainable management 
of riparian areas on B.C. farms. 
 
Thank you once again for your letter and for your continued interest in the sustainable 
management of agriculture and farmland in our province. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Honourable Lana Popham       
Minister       
 


