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Via email: manager@bcnature.ca

Nancy Flood, Ph.D.

President

BC Nature

1620 Mt. Seymour Rd

North Vancouver BC V7G 2R9

Dear Nancy Flood:

Thank you for your letter of January 27, 2025, regarding energy mandate priorities
and the impacts on nature and wildlife sustainability. I appreciate the dedication
of BC Nature (the Federation of BC Naturalists) to preserving British Columbia’s
landscapes and ecosystems.

As the government continues to advance our broader goals of fostering economic
growth, making life more affordable for British Columbians and addressing
climate change, we remain committed to practicing environmental stewardship
and maintaining nature and wildlife sustainability. I am pleased to be able to
respond to some of the suggestions in your letter.

The BC Government is committed to developing the power necessary to meet
energy needs for a clean future, while lowering greenhouse gas emissions
through electrification. The transition to clean energy needs to happen quickly
and we are taking urgent action to get more clean, affordable power online faster
including through removing the requirement for wind-based clean energy
projects to go through an environmental assessment.
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The BC Government also remains committed to maintaining robust environmental
standards during the development of nine wind farms announced through

BC Hydro's Call for Power. While these projects will not undergo environmental
assessments, each project will still be subject to rigorous permitting requirements.

The Province is also committed to ensuring costs for energy remain low for people
across British Columbia as stated in the Ministry mandate letter. And prior to this
commitment, the Province had also legislated, under the Clean Energy Act, that

BC Hydro is to keep cumulative rate increases below cumulative inflation between
2017/18 and 2030/31. The Province will continue to keep costs affordable for rate
payers and providing the same consistent and reliable power British Columbians
have come to expect.

Regarding reducing industrial greenhouse gas emissions, the Province is
committed to working with our federal counterparts, industry, First Nations and
other stakeholders to achieve reductions through innovative technologies while
also safeguarding the environment. For instance, in August 2024, the Province
passed enhanced methane regulations for the oil and gas sector. These
collaboratively developed regulations are driving investment in specialized
methane emissions reduction technologies that support the sector target to
reduce emissions by 75 percent by 2030 and reach near elimination by 2035.

Industrial projects in the province are regulated throughout their lifecycle. For
example, the BC Energy Regulator (BCER) regulates the full lifecycle of energy
resource activities from site planning to restoration, ensuring activities are
undertaken in a manner that protects the environment and supports the low
carbon transition. This important work is done through the BCER's team of more
than 300 professionals, including biologists, agrologists, hydrogeologists and
compliance and enforcement officers who are dedicated to robust regulatory
oversight and environmental stewardship.

To your points about nature-based solutions, the Province recognizes the value of
these solutions and their on-going development. They are not only an important
and often cost-effective tool for achieving our climate objectives, they also can
provide co-benefits, including long-term biodiversity conservation and economic
opportunities.
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As an example, in April 2024, the Province released the Forest Carbon Offset
Protocol. Projects under the Protocol will help reduce greenhouse emissions while
driving clean economic opportunities through afforestation, reforestation,
improved forest management, conservation and avoided forest conversion.
Moving forward, the Province will continue to explore cost-effective deployment of
nature-based solutions in tandem with other tools.

We are committed to collaborating with our ministry partners on balanced land
use that advances conservation measures and supports a diversified economic
strategy for the energy sector.

Thank you again for sharing the concerns.

Sincerely,

Adrian Dix
Minister




