
March 03, 2025 

Nancy Flood 

President, BC Nature 

1620 Mt. Seymour Rd,  

North Vancouver, BC V7G 2R9 

Dear Nancy,

On behalf of BC Hydro, thank you for the important work your organization does to promote 

conservation and awareness of the natural environment, and for reaching out to BC Hydro in your 

letter dated February 18, 2025 on the important issue of declining bird populations. BC Hydro is 

aware that power lines pose risks to birds and has programs in place to minimize our impacts. 

We understand that BC Nature is interested in learning more about our bird mitigation plans and 

how we can partner to improve bird outcomes. Specifically, BC Nature had interest in the following 

areas: 

1. Alerting birds to flight hazards. BC Hydro uses a variety of diverters on our lines on a regular 

basis. A typical installation places diverters every 5 m on all spans flanking high risk areas. The 

largest installation to date involved almost 2000 diverters, as noted in our 2023 ESG report. In a 

similar category, we are also very active in using Environment & Climate Change Canada 

recommended window films when window collision risks are detected.

Above: Trumpeter Swans flying over a distribution circuit with flight diverters. Inset: BC Hydro line crew 

attaching flight diverters to an energized distribution circuit. In these pictures, ‘Firefly’ diverters are used. The 

diverter installation in these pictures typifies the BC Hydro response to reports of bird ‘wire strike’ mortalities on 

our lines. 

https://www.bchydro.com/content/dam/BCHydro/customer-portal/documents/corporate/accountability-reports/esg-reports/esg-report-f2023.pdf


Above: Window Films to prevent avian window collisions at our Atchelitz office. 

2. Structure Designs. BC Hydro uses its own design

standards specifically to address a variety of electrical

contact risk scenarios. These designs include conductor

covers, covered drop leads, wildlife guards, special cross- 

arms, elevated perches, perch deterrents, nest deterrents,

etc. Both environmental specialists and engineers are

involved in creating and improving these designs. As you

mention, these mitigations are particularly effective at

protecting raptors. The photo on the right illustrates a

typical BC Hydro bird-friendly structure design used where

attractants and lack of natural perches in the environment

expose raptors to risk. This design uses a longer cross- 

arm to increase conductor separation, a triangular perch deterrent on the cross-arm to prevent

perching near the conductors, and an elevated perch that is safe.

3. Scheduled Avoidance. BC Hydro schedules vegetation work outside the nesting season

whenever possible as we know this is the best way to protect bird nests. Scheduled avoidance is

most possible on project work but is harder to achieve on our maintenance work. Ongoing

maintenance work is



essential for reliable power and to assure public safety and preventing fire hazards. Maintenance 

work scheduling is also constrained by snowpack and the fire season. BC Hydro is seeking ways to 

optimize our process to improve in this area. For all vegetation maintenance work, every crew 

member must have specialized bird nest training which has helped reduce our impact. 

4. Partnering with Conservation Groups. BC Hydro’s ability to mitigate risks to birds can certainly 

benefit from information provided by nature clubs, and we welcome reports of any BC Hydro bird 

mortality incidents encountered. BC Hydro has ongoing collaboration with the Hancock Wildlife 

Foundation and the OWL raptor rehabilitation center. We also occasionally collaborate on specific 

projects; for example, we recently reached out to the Victoria Natural History Society to encourage 

morality reporting at a specific bird mitigation project in Saanich (see 7 below).

5. Worker Education. Our construction crews, line crews and contractors undergo wildlife awareness 

training. Workers are required to report all BC Hydro wildlife mortalities to their BC Hydro 

environmental representative. Our training specifically explains their role in protecting birds; by 

reporting mortalities, BC Hydro can install mitigations such as diverters or consider structural 

upgrades. We also educate our line crews to carry spare bird guards in their trucks if they find them 

missing.

6. Corporate Pledge. Please refer to our Statement of Environmental Principles, which aligns with the 

BC Nature suggestion. Our Statement of Environment Principles is also part of our Corporate Code of 

Conduct Policy.

7. Pilot Projects. BC Hydro has a history of piloting new mitigations to reduce bird wire strikes. We’ve 

made progress over time but there is always more to be done. Our current pilot project at Martindale 

Flats in Saanich (a high risk location) is trialing a combination of two mitigations (Hendrix-coated wire 

messenger design plus diverters). We are also currently collaborating with the Tsawwassen First 

Nation on some new Bald Eagle mitigations. We also test new ideas without collaborating externally; 

for example, we are currently experimenting with ‘bird strike indicator’ technology as a monitoring 

solution.

https://www.bchydro.com/toolbar/about/sustainability/environmental_responsibility/environmental_policy.html


I invite you to contact our wildlife team (wildlife@bchydro.com) for additional information, and to learn 

more about BC Hydro’s bird management programs. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
 

Karen Popoff 

Director, Environment  

BC Hydro 

 

CC: 

Chris O’Riley, President and CEO of BC Hydro Chris.Oriley@bchydro.com 

The Honorable Adrian Dix, Minister of Energy and Climate Solutions ECS.Minister@gov.bc.ca 

British Columbia Utilities Commission commission.secretary@bcuc.com  
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