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February 28, 2025 
 
Ian Cowan  
Project Assessment Director 
FORTISBC Expansion Tilbury  
Province of B.C. 
Victoria, B. C. 
 
E-mail :  Ian.Cowan@gov.bc.ca 
 
RE: PROPOSED EXPANSION OF FORTIS BC TILBURY PLANT 
 
Dear Mr. Cowan: 
 
I write on behalf of BC Nature, a provincial organization representing over 60 naturalist 
organizations and more than 6200 members throughout BC. The motto of our organization is 
“Knowing nature and keep it worth knowing”.   
 
We are concerned with the planned expansion of the FORTISBC Tilbury Plant because of a 
number of potential negative impacts, including on nearby habitats and biodiversity. We have 
previously (August 14, 2022) submitted comments in conjunction with both the expansion itself 
and the proposal to erect a new, larger marine jetty. Refer to the letter (link provided below), in 
which we offered comments relevant to safety issues related to both the jetty and the on-site 
facility. We alerted your office to the recommendations of SIGTTO (Society of International Gas 
Tanker and Terminal Operators) re siting of LNG facilities and shipping. We wonder if our 
comments were considered.   
 
We also provided information from the Sandia National Laboratories, which had been engaged 
by the U.S. Department of Energy to determine the outcomes of LNG escape from a storage 
tank. Their results indicated that any puncture to a LNG tank would result in an explosive escape 
of LNG, asphyxiating and flash freezing any living being within a 500 m radius. Should 
conditions be such that the escaped gas formed between 5% and 15% of the enveloping air, the 
results could be an explosive ignition, covering up to a 2 km radius from the point of release.   
 
Despite this, reviewing Section 10.7 Accidents and Malfunctions and Table 10-28 we see that it 
refers to cryogenic liquid escape and does not address the potential issue of the escape of 
compressed LNG. Is this possibility being ignored with the hope that it is unlikely?  One of our 
reference sources (Brodsky et al. 2024) indicates that there are about 286 serious natural gas 
explosions per year.  
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We also have climate impact concerns. FORTISBC claims that LNG (CH4) is a low carbon fuel. 
While this may be true, the reality is that over a twenty-year period, LNG is 33% worse than coal 
as a pollutant. LNG emissions include the escape of methane from extraction (fracking), loss 
through pipeline leaks and escape from other means during the conversion from gas to liquid. 
Our concern also includes the carbon footprint of transporting LNG to markets overseas and its 
use overseas. Who will take responsibility for these emissions?  Are they even included in the 
carbon footprint of this project?  Consider too the cost and environmental impact of providing 
the electricity required for the lliquefaction of the gas. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to make our comments regarding this process, and look forward to 
your response. 
 
Yours in Nature, 

 
Nancy Flood 
President, BC Nature 
 
cc. Katherine Zmuda, Project Manager 
Impact Assessment Agency of Canada 
Katherine.Zmuda@iaac-aeic.gc.ca 
 
cc. Aiden Fehr, Senior Consultation Analyst 
Impact Assessment Agency of Canada 
Aidan.Fehr@iaac-aeic.gc.ca  
 
References:  Brodsky et al. 2024. The burden of natural gas leaks on public sector emergency 
response in the United States.  https://doi.org/10.1016/j.enpol.2024.114214   
 
Linked letter 
https://bcnature.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2022-08-14-Tilbury-Island-Fortis-Expansion-
Project-and-Marine-Jetty.pdf    
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