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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

February 5, 2025

The Honourable Lana Popham
Minister of Agriculture & Food
Parliament Buildings,

V8V 1X4

e-mail: AF.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Dear Minister Popham:
Subject: Mandate Letter from Premier Eby

Congratulations on your appointment to this vitally important Ministry in B.C. It is good to see
you back heading this Ministry so that we can draw upon your abundance of relevant experience.

I am writing on behalf of B.C. Nature, the provincial organization that represents more than sixty
naturalists clubs and organizations in BC, and a current membership of over 6,000. Our
membership comprises people with an avid interest in nature, including scientists. Our motto is
“Know nature and keep it worth knowing”.

We understand the need to adjust mandates in light of the very close election results. We support
the contents of your mandate letter but note the absence of words about the protection of our
water, ecosystems and species at risk. We realize that the regulatory role of the federal
government may constrain provincial action on pesticides, herbicides, and soil conservation. We
know that you are well aware of the issues, but wish you to consider how some agricultural
lands’ services can be enhanced to affect biodiversity and ecosystem health:

e Hedgerows: Small mammals and birds make use of hedgerows for shelter, homes, and
escape from predators. Healthy populations of some hedgerow inhabitants can add to the
health of our farms through pest control. Preservation of hedgerows helps to enhance
biological diversity which is particularly important to break up large monocultural
agricultural expanses.

e (Qrass set-asides: The above comments apply equally to grass set-asides, allowing
beneficial insects and small mammals to flourish. Use of this agricultural technique can
enhance the health of soil, lessening the need for fertilizers.

o Pollinators: Many crops require pollination in order to produce. The protection of
pollinating insects such as bees from pesticides is vital to both agriculture and nature in
BC. And, importantly, the health of the soil will not be further degraded.
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e Species at risk: Many of BC’s species at risk, such as the badger, rely on agricultural
lands for their habitat, especially where government administered land is scarce. Farmers
and ranchers, as stewards of such lands, could be encouraged to protect and conserve such
essential habitats by incentives such as government recognition for adopting voluntary
stewardship agreements or conservation covenants.

e Invasive species: Agricultural lands get invaded by invasive plants and animals, and their
control there can mitigate the cascade of their negative effects.

Thus, agriculture has significant influence on the province’s biological diversity and ecosystem
health. We support lands remaining in the ALR. We look forward to your reply and to working

with you in any way that might be of assistance.

Yours in Nature,
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Nancy Flood, Ph.D.
President, B. C. Nature

cc: Premier David Eby Premier@gov.bc.ca.
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