
BC Nature – 1620 Mt. Seymour Road, North Vancouver, BC V7G 2R9 
Tel (604) 985-3057 ~ email: info@bcnature.ca   - Web site – www.bcnature.org 

February 5, 2025 

Honourable Kelly Greene  
Minister of Emergency Management and Climate Readiness 
Parliament Buildings  
Victoria, BC  
V8V 1X4 

Email: EMCR.Minister@gov.bc.ca 

Subject: Mandate Priorities from Premier Eby 

Dear Minister Greene, 

On behalf of BC Nature (the Federation of BC Naturalists), I am writing to express concern 
regarding the lack of explicit emphasis on nature and wildlife sustainability within the mandate 
outlined in the letter you received from Premier Eby, dated January 16, 2025. BC Nature 
represents more than 60 naturalists’ clubs and organizations and over 6,000 members province-
wide. Our membership consists of dedicated naturalists and scientists who are connected to, have 
expertise in, and concern for, the preservation of British Columbia’s landscapes and the diversity 
of organisms that inhabit them. 

While we appreciate the government’s commitment to watershed security, land use planning, and 
Indigenous-led conservation, we are deeply concerned that wildlife and habitat conservation are 
not explicitly outlined as priorities. British Columbia’s ecosystems support an extraordinary 
range of biodiversity, from migratory shorebirds and salmon populations to keystone species in 
urban and rural areas. However, these species face increasing pressures from climate change, 
habitat fragmentation, and human activity. Without dedicated and enforceable conservation 
measures, we risk irreversible biodiversity loss that will impact both ecological stability and 
community well-being. 

Key Areas for Strengthening the Mandate: 
1. Ecosystem-Based Climate Resilience: Protecting wetlands, forests, and coastal habitats

strengthens flood control, wildfire resistance, and climate adaptation, reducing reliance
on costly emergency interventions. Nature-based solutions are cost-effective ways to
safeguard key services for British Columbians while addressing evolving climate threats.

2. Sustainable Wildfire Mitigation: Wildfire prevention should balance habitat
conservation and sustainable forestry by preserving old-growth forests, maintaining
wildlife corridors, and restoring fire-resistant ecosystems. This supports the Minister of
Forests’ goal of mitigating wildfire risk while ensuring a consistent fibre supply for BC’s
wood products industry.
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3. Watershed & Habitat Protection for Disaster Risk Reduction: Healthy watersheds, 
riverbanks, and shorelines safeguard drinking water, protect salmon populations, and 
reduce flooding and drought impacts. Incorporating these protections into the BC Flood  
Strategy and Climate Preparedness and Adaptation Strategy will enhance community 
resilience while reducing long-term emergency management costs. 

4. Leveraging Technology & Citizen (Community) Science: Investing in AI-driven 
habitat monitoring, remote sensing, and community-led conservation initiatives can 
improve hazard risk assessments and emergency preparedness. This aligns with the 
province’s commitment to modernizing risk assessment tools and leveraging cost-
effective technology innovations to deliver emergency services more efficiently. 

5. Cross-Ministry Coordination on Land Stewardship: Wildlife conservation must be 
integrated into climate adaptation, emergency management, and sustainable land-use 
planning to ensure a balanced approach to resilience, economic development, and 
environmental protection. Coordinating efforts between the Ministry of Forests, the 
Ministry of Emergency Management, and local Indigenous communities will strengthen 
BC’s ability to prepare for climate-related disasters while preserving biodiversity. 

 
The people of British Columbia deeply value the province’s natural heritage, wildlife, and 
biodiversity. Without an explicit commitment to nature conservation and wildlife protection, the 
broader sustainability goals outlined in the mandate will be incomplete. We urge your ministry to 
prioritize wildlife conservation as a fundamental component of BC’s land and resource 
stewardship efforts. 

We would welcome the opportunity to collaborate with your office to further explore these 
recommendations. Together, we can create a sustainable future that celebrates the incredible 
natural and cultural diversity that defines British Columbia. 

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. We look forward to your response. 

 

Yours in Nature, 

 
Nancy Flood, Ph.D. 
President, BC Nature 
 

cc: Premier David Eby Premier@gov.bc.ca  
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