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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

February 18, 2025

To Whom it May Concern
bch.sme@bchydro.com

Subject: Reduction of Bird Fatalities from Power Lines...A Conservation Partnership
Proposal

To Whom it may concern;

| am writing to you on behalf of BC Nature. We are dedicated to protecting British
Columbia’s wildlife and natural habitats on behalf of more than 6000 British Columbians
in more than 60 naturalists’ clubs and organizations and includes coordination of
stewarding BC’s Important Bird Areas. We recognize an urgent need to address the
high rates of bird fatalities caused by power lines (and communication towers) across
the province.

The mortality rates caused by power and transmission lines and their supporting
structures threaten the long-term survival of many bird species, including some that are
already in decline. According to the Environment Canada Bird Study, the electrical
power sector ranks as one of the highest industrial causes of bird mortality. In Canada
alone, estimates of bird mortality due to transmission line collisions range from 2.5 to
25.6 million birds per year. These deaths are not incidental; they result from
infrastructure that intersects with vital migration routes, nesting areas, and foraging
grounds, particularly in British Columbia’s urban and rural landscapes, where bird
fatalities caused by power lines disproportionately impact certain species based on their
size, behaviour, and migratory patterns.

Since addressing bird fatalities aligns with corporate social responsibility and customer
expectations, BC Hydro demonstrates leadership in bird conservation by action and
through communication, especially with your bird safety initiatives. Our ask:
1. Please inform us about BC Hydro’s history in mitigating bird fatalities and plans
for the future.
2. Partner formally with BC Nature to share data, track progress, and refine
mitigation strategies. We have many eyes around the province who can provide
data.
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3. Join BC Nature in a collaborative effort to reduce avian mortality with Bell,
TELUS, and Rogers, who have the challenge of reducing bird fatalities caused
by communications towers.

We recognize that BC Hydro has taken steps to mitigate bird fatalities associated with
energy infrastructure, and we commend these efforts. We know about these:

« BC Hydro’s Integrated Vegetation Management Plan (IVMP), which incorporates
best management practices to reduce disturbances to bird habitats. This includes
scheduling vegetation management outside of nesting seasons whenever
possible.

- BC Hydro’s site-specific bird nest surveys, such as those conducted during the
Site C Dam project, which help identify and protect active nests.

- BC Hydro subscribes to the Canadian Electricity Association’s Bird Beneficial
Management Practices Guide, which outlines a framework to avoid, minimize,
and compensate for adverse effects on bird populations.

« Bird-friendly power line designs.

« The use of visibility markers.

- Wildlife tree creation along right-of-ways.

« Osprey nesting platforms on line support structures.

We believe there are several quick, cost-effective, science-backed solutions that BC
Hydro can implement immediately (and perhaps you have!) to further reduce bird
fatalities associated with its infrastructure. These can deliver immediate conservation
benefits without compromising operational efficiency:
1. Install Bird Flight Diverters on Power Lines
o Adding high-visibility markers (reflectors, spirals, or spheres) to power
lines can reduce bird collisions by up to 80%, particularly in high-risk areas
such as wetlands and migration corridors.
o Immediate Action: Identify priority high-risk zones and begin installing
diverters on existing lines.
2. Modify Power Poles to Prevent Electrocutions
o Raptors and large birds are frequently electrocuted when they accidentally
touch two energized components. Insulating exposed wires and increasing
the spacing between conductors can significantly reduce electrocution
risks.
o Immediate Action: Deploy insulating covers on high-risk poles in raptor-
heavy regions.
3. Adjust Maintenance Schedules to Avoid Nesting Season
o Conducting routine maintenance outside of the breeding and nesting
season prevents unnecessary disturbance to bird populations.
o Immediate Action: delay work where possible to avoid nesting seasons
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4. Partner with Bird Conservation Groups for Data Sharing
o Collaborating with BC Nature and local nature clubs can help identify high-
risk zones for bird collisions and guide mitigation efforts.
o Immediate Action: Launch a data-sharing pilot program in a known bird
collision hotspot to test mitigation strategies.
5. Educate Field Workers & Engineers
o Provide basic wildlife protection training to employees working on power
lines and communication towers.
o Immediate Action: Develop a wildlife safety training module and distribute
it to maintenance teams.
6. Adopt a Bird-Safe Corporate Pledge
o Publicly commit to reducing bird fatalities as part of corporate
environmental responsibility.
o Immediate Action: Issue a policy statement committing to the
implementation of bird-friendly infrastructure.
7. Pilot a Bird-Safe Infrastructure Program
o Work with BC Nature and local nature clubs to test and evaluate bird-
friendly practices in real-world conditions.
o Immediate Action: Identify one or two high-risk locations for a bird-safe
infrastructure pilot project.

Employing measures to reduce these avian fatalities is crucial for the conservation of
species in British Columbia and far beyond. And letting the public know about success
is important! We can help. Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. We look
forward to your response.

Sincerely,

///én et

[/
Nancy Flood, Ph.D.
President, BC Nature

CC:

Chris O'Riley, President and CEO of BC Hydro chris.oriley@bchydro.com

The Honourable Adian Dix, Minister of Energy and Climate Solutions
ECS.Minister@gov.bc.ca

British Columbia Utilities Commission commission.secretary@bcuc.com
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