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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

January 21, 2025

Honourable David Eby
Premier of British Columbia
premier@gov.bc.ca
david.eby. MLA@leg.bc.ca

Subject: January 2025 Ministerial Mandate Letters
Dear Premier Eby,

Congratulations upon forming government and thank you for issuing mandate letters to your ministers. BC Nature
applauds your priorities for the prosperity of British Columbians. However, we are concerned about the lack of
explicit mention of and associated action to protect, enhance, and restore the ecosystems that sustain us and our
fellow species.

In particular, we note no reference to important policies that your government adopted to place ecosystem health
above resource extraction such as the Coastal Marine Strategy, the Together for Wildlife Initiative, the Biodiversity
and Ecosystem Health Framework, and the Old Growth Strategy Review, including old-growth protection. Also
missing in mandate letters is mention of species-at-risk legislation and the actions necessary to ensure BC meets its
obligations under the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, which Canada adopted to protect 30% of
its lands and waters by 2030.

Our concerns extend to the mandate letter for Environment and Parks regarding the government’s direction to
proceed with wind power and potentially other projects without regard to the Environmental Assessment Act. In
addition, while the mandate letter for the Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship includes mention of
specific protections, it does so with a strong economic growth underpinning, with no reference to the Coastal Marine
Strategy, Old Growth Strategy Review, or other environmental policies of your government that prioritize
ecosystem health over resource extraction. BC Nature will be responding to such concerns in detail to the
appropriate ministers and will copy you on our correspondences.

BC Nature (the Federation of BC Naturalists) represents approximately 60 naturalists’ clubs and similar
organizations and over 6000 members province-wide. Our membership consists of dedicated naturalists, business
people, and scientists—among many others—who are connected to, have expertise in, and concern for the
preservation of British Columbia’s landscapes and the diversity of organisms that inhabit them. As always, we stand
ready to work with government to achieve our common goals and look forward to your personal response to
concerns we have raised in this letter.

Yours in Nature,
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Nancy Flood, PhD
President, BC Nature

Peter Ballin
Conservation Committee Chair and Special Representative to the Premier, BC Nature and constituent, 4233 West
14th Avenue, Vancouver
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