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January 27, 2025 
 

Honourable Ravi Parmar 
Minister of Forests 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 

Email: FOR.Minister@gov.bc.ca 

Subject: Mandate letter from Premier Eby 

Dear Minister Parmar, 

BC Nature congratulates you on your appointment as Minister of Forests at an unusually critical 
time for our province. The threat of American tariffs (on top of the existing softwood lumber 
tariffs), the economics of the timber sector and the long-overdue reduction in available annual 
allowable cut make for difficult times for your ministry. We understand the need to adjust 
mandates in light of the very close election results, but we stress that the protection of our water, 
ecosystems, and species at risk matter very much to British Columbians. Therefore, we ask that 
you maintain high environmental standards as you efficiently deliver permits. It is absolutely 
essential to continue to implement long-term environmental initiatives such as the protection of 
at least 30% of BC's lands by 2030, and the maintenance of biodiversity and ecosystem health. 
Only in this way can we truly sustain a forest industry. 

We are pleased to see the emphasis on stewardship of both BC's forests and the forest industry. 
We strongly support involving communities and multiple sectors in finally updating forest 
landscape planning. Regional wildlife advisory committees, for example, will help you to 
modernize stewardship of BC's forests and forest industry. BC Nature strongly supports the 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Health Framework and the Old Growth Strategy Review, including 
old-growth protection and Indigenous involvement, and hope that the letter and spirit of these 
documents becomes an essential part of what guides forestry in BC. 

BC Nature (the Federation of BC Naturalists) represents more than 60 naturalists’ clubs and 
similar organizations and over 6000 members province wide. Our membership consists of 
dedicated naturalists and scientists who are connected to, and have expertise in and concern for, 
the preservation of British Columbia’s landscapes and the diversity of organisms that inhabit 
them.  

We remain concerned about a single-minded focus on timber supply, so we will continue to 
encourage you and your staff to preserve and conserve our landscapes and ever-shrinking 
biological diversity. Please work closely with your fellow ministers and do what you can for our 
future generations.  
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As always, we stand ready to work with the government to achieve our common goals and look 
forward to your personal response to concerns that we have raised in this letter. 

 

Yours in Nature, 

 
Nancy Flood, Ph.D. 
President, BC Nature 
 

cc: Premier David Eby Premier@gov.bc.ca  
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