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January 27, 2025 

Honourable Randene Neill 
Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 

Email - WLRS.minister@gov.bc.ca 

Dear Minister Neill, 

BC Nature congratulates you on your appointment as Minister of Water, Land and Resource 
Stewardship at an unusually critical time for our province. Unfortunately, we are saddened by the 
clear lack of emphasis on the protection and conservation of landscapes, the organisms that 
inhabit them and particularly on species at risk in the mandate letter that you recently received. 
On the latter, the NDP when in opposition submitted many bills to protect both species at risk 
and endangered species. When the NDP formed government, the mandate letters initially referred 
only to species at risk. That was subsequently diluted to reference to a more general Biodiversity 
Act, then further generalized to a Biodiversity and Ecosystem Health framework (which remains 
to be implemented) and now… mere generalities such as “growing the economy and protecting 
our land and waters” and “advancing conservation measures” while “supporting a diversified 
economic strategy, supporting a wide range of industries.” 

There is some residual hope in the direction to “continue... work to restore estuaries, inter-tidal 
zones, and critical salmon spawning habitats”. However, as the agency that has the responsibility 
to protect ecosystems, species at risk and their habitats, your limited mandate bodes ill. 

BC Nature (the Federation of BC Naturalists) represents more than 60 naturalists’ clubs and 
organizations and over 6000 members province wide. Our membership consists of dedicated 
naturalists and scientists who are connected to, have expertise in, and concern for the 
preservation of British Columbia’s landscapes and the diversity of organisms that inhabit them.  

We understand the need to adjust mandates in light of the very close election results, but we will 
continue to encourage you and your staff specifically to preserve and conserve our landscapes 
and the shrinking diversity of species at risk and their habitats. Please do what you can for our 
future generations. As always, BC Nature stands at the ready to support positive conservation 
action. We look forward to your response.  

Yours in Nature, 

 
Nancy Flood, Ph.D. 
President, BC Nature 
 

cc: Premier David Eby Premier@gov.bc.ca  
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