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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

Monday, January 27, 2025

Honourable Jagrup Brar

Minister of Mining and Critical Minerals
Parliament Buildings

Victoria, BC

V8V 1X4

Email: MCM.Minister(@gov.bc.ca

Subject: Mining and Critical Minerals Mandate Priorities by Premier Eby

Dear Minister Brar,

On behalf of BC Nature (the Federation of BC Naturalists), I am writing to underscore the urgent need for
stronger commitments to nature and wildlife sustainability within the work outlined in your mandate
letter of January 16, 2025. While we commend the government’s broad focus on improving public health
services, the absence of specific actions to protect natural ecosystems and biodiversity in the mining
sector poses a significant risk to the health, resilience, and long-term well-being of British Columbians.

BC Nature (the Federation of BC Naturalists) represents more than 60 naturalist clubs and similar
organizations and over 6,000 members province wide. Our membership consists of dedicated naturalists
and scientists who are deeply connected to, and concerned about, the preservation of British Columbia’s
landscapes and the diversity of organisms that inhabit them. We are acutely aware of the critical
interdependence between healthy ecosystems and human health.

We are concerned that the absence of explicit directives to maintain nature and ecosystems, risks
undermining the broader goals of economic growth, emissions reduction, and environmental stewardship.
As you review mineral and mining programs and initiatives, we urge you to consider the following issues
as well as some actions that can align nature conservation with your mandate priorities:

Impacts of Omitting Nature and Wildlife Sustainability

1. Degraded Ecosystems: Without proactive measures, mining activities can lead to the loss of
critical habitats, threatening vulnerable species and undermining essential ecosystem services
such as water purification and carbon storage. The International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) highlights that mining disrupts habitats and reduces biodiversity, often with long-
term effects on ecosystem health. Similarly, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
underscores the importance of sustainable mining practices to mitigate these risks, emphasizing
the role of biodiversity offsets and habitat restoration in preventing irreversible damage. Failure
to address these impacts could compromise the ecological integrity of mining regions and the
services they provide to communities and the environment.

2. Increased Costs: Environmental damage caused by mining activities can lead to long-term
remediation costs that far exceed the upfront investments required for sustainable practices. The
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) highlights that poorly managed mining projects
often result in significant clean-up expenses and community impacts, which could have been
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avoided through early investments in sustainability measures. Similarly, reports from the Office
of the Auditor General of British Columbia have documented cases where inadequate
environmental management in the mining sector has led to the need for costly public expenditures
to address pollution and habitat degradation. Proactively implementing sustainable practices is
not only an environmental necessity but also a cost-saving strategy in the long term.

3. Loss of Public Trust: Communities and stakeholders expect mining operations to align with
British Columbia’s environmental commitments, including the Province’s endorsement of the
global "30 by 30" initiative, which aims to protect 30% of land and ocean areas by 2030.
Furthermore, BC’s Biodiversity and Ecosystem Health Framework emphasizes the need to
safeguard ecosystems and species as part of a broader commitment to environmental stewardship.
Failing to integrate nature and wildlife sustainability into mining operations could undermine
public trust and confidence in the government’s ability to balance economic development with
environmental conservation.

4. Missed Opportunities: A focus on sustainability can enhance British Columbia’s reputation as a
leader in responsible resource development, attracting environmentally conscious investors.

Recommendations to Address the Gap
To ensure the mandate supports both economic and environmental priorities, we propose the following:

1. Partner with Conservation Organizations: Collaborate with organizations like BC Nature and
similar conservation groups to create cost-effective strategies for wildlife conservation and
habitat restoration. By tapping into our expertise, the government can develop and implement
biodiversity offsets that ensure mining projects contribute to net-positive environmental
outcomes. These partnerships can align economic development with ecological stewardship,
fostering sustainable practices that benefit both communities and the environment.

2. Integrate Sustainability into Permit Processes: Collaborate with the Minister of Water, Lands,
and Resource Stewardship to incorporate robust sustainability requirements into the streamlined
permitting process. This approach ensures that environmental conservation becomes a core
component of mining approvals. Additionally, encourage permit applicants to include proactive
conservation measures—such as habitat enhancement initiatives or funding for local conservation
projects—as integral parts of their proposals. These steps will help balance economic
development with the protection of British Columbia's natural resources, species, and ecosystems.

3. Adopt Landscape-Level Planning: Promote integrated land-use planning that carefully balances
mining interests with the preservation of wildlife corridors, protected areas, and Indigenous
stewardship priorities. Utilize tools such as biodiversity assessments in land-use agreements to
identify and prioritize critical areas for conservation. This strategic approach ensures that resource
development proceeds in harmony with environmental protection, fostering sustainable practices
while respecting ecological and cultural values.
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4. Promote Local and Indigenous-Led Conservation Initiatives and Establish a Sustainability
Advisory Panel: Support Indigenous Guardians programs to monitor and protect natural areas
impacted by mining operations, fostering partnerships with First Nations to integrate Traditional
Ecological Knowledge into sustainability practices. Additionally, form an advisory group
composed of First Nations representatives, as well as others, including industry representatives,
conservation experts, and community members. This group could provide guidance on
sustainable mining practices, monitor progress, and ensure that development aligns with both
environmental and cultural stewardship priorities. Together, these initiatives would enhance
collaborative decision-making and promote long-term ecological and community well-being.

We recognize the current Provincial budget constraints and the realities faced by project proponents.
Partnering with organizations like ours ensures access to specialized expertise without requiring
substantial increases in government spending. These partnerships also foster public trust and deliver on
environmental commitments in a cost-effective manner.

By integrating these priorities into your mandate, British Columbia can continue to lead in both resource
development and environmental stewardship. We welcome the opportunity to meet and discuss these
recommendations further.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Yours in Nature,

Nancy Flood, Ph.D.
President, BC Nature
BC Nature (The Federation of BC Naturalists)

cc: Premier David Eby Premier@gov.bc.ca
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