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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

January 27, 2025

The Honourable Adrian Dix

Minister of Energy and Climate Solutions and Minister responsible for Francophone Affairs
Parliament Buildings

Victoria, BC V8V 1X4

Email: EMLI.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Subject: Energy Mandate Priorities by Premier Eby
Dear Minister Dix,

On behalf of BC Nature (the Federation of BC Naturalists), I am writing to underscore the urgent need for
stronger commitments to nature and wildlife sustainability within what is outlined in your mandate letter
of January 16, 2025. While we commend the government’s broad focus on improving public health
services, the absence of specific actions to protect natural ecosystems and biodiversity in the energy
sector poses a significant risk to the health, resilience and long-term well-being of British Columbians.

BC Nature (the Federation of BC Naturalists) represents more than 60 naturalist clubs and similar
organizations and over 6,000 members province-wide. Our membership consists of dedicated naturalists
and scientists who are deeply connected to, and concerned about, the preservation of British Columbia’s
landscapes and the diversity of organisms that inhabit them. We are acutely aware of the critical
interdependence between healthy ecosystems and human health.

We are concerned that the absence of explicit directives to maintain nature and wildlife sustainability risks
undermining the broader goals of economic growth, emissions reduction and environmental stewardship.
As you review energy programs and climate action initiatives, we urge you to consider the following
actions to align nature conservation with your mandate priorities:

1. Ensure Energy Affordability While Supporting Natural Ecosystems

As you work to develop access to home energy retrofits and innovative technology solutions, we
encourage the inclusion of nature-based solutions such as urban tree planting and wetland restoration.
These initiatives reduce energy demand by naturally moderating temperatures, improving air quality, and
enhancing community well-being while keeping costs low for families.

2. Increase Renewable Electricity Generation While Preserving Wildlife Habitats

Collaborating with BC Hydro, First Nations and renewable power industries is essential for diversifying
electricity generation. However, clean energy infrastructure projects must avoid harming sensitive
ecosystems and species. We urge you to integrate habitat preservation and wildlife safety criteria into
project planning and competitive calls for power, ensuring environmental standards are upheld alongside
economic and energy goals.
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3. Accelerate Permitting While Maintaining Environmental Standards

The drive to accelerate permit approvals for clean energy projects should not come at the expense of BC’s
world-leading environmental standards. Incorporating biodiversity assessments and engaging
conservation organizations in the permit approval process can help identify ways to fast-track approvals
while preserving critical habitats, ecological integrity and wildlife safety. We are deeply concerned by the
removal of the Environmental Assessment Act for wind energy and potentially other projects.

4. Grow Energy Exports Responsibly

As BC increases energy exports to global markets, it is essential to ensure that new infrastructure protects
our province’s environment. Policies should require strong environmental safeguards, minimize harm to
ecosystems and species, and include nature conservation as part of project planning.

5. Support Emission Reduction Technology and Partnerships That Protect Nature

Work with the federal government, oil and gas producers, First Nations and conservation groups to invest
in emissions reduction technologies that also safeguard local ecosystems. Ensure these projects respect
biodiversity, preserve critical habitats and align with broader goals for climate resilience and
environmental protection.

6. Promote Nature-based Solutions to Meet Carbon Goals

Innovative ways to meet carbon emissions goals should include nature-based solutions, such as forest
conservation, coastal restoration and regenerative agriculture. These approaches reduce emissions cost-
effectively, create jobs while supporting long-term biodiversity conservation, and align with economic
growth and trade diversification.

By integrating nature and wildlife sustainability into your Ministry’s priorities, you can position British
Columbia as a global leader in both clean energy and environmental stewardship. BC Nature stands ready
to support your efforts by providing expertise, facilitating collaboration with First Nations and with
conservation stakeholders and by promoting initiatives that align economic development with ecological
preservation. We welcome the opportunity to support your ministry in developing and implementing these
strategies, and we encourage ongoing dialogue to address these critical issues.

Thank you for considering our perspective. We look forward to collaborating with you and your team to
ensure a thriving, resilient future for BC’s people and ecosystems, and to hearing your response.

Yours in Nature,

(i

Nancy Flood, Ph.D.
President, BC Nature
BC Nature (The Federation of BC Naturalists)

cc: Premier David Eby Premier@gov.bc.ca
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