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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

December 4, 2024

Honourable Tamara Davidson
Minister of Environment and Parks
ENV.minister@gov.bc.ca

Honourable Ravi Parmar
Minister of Forests
FOR.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Honourable Randene Neill
Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship
WLRS.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Honourable Kelly Greene
Minister of Emergency Management and Climate Readiness
EMCR.Minister@gov.be.ca

Dear Ministers:

Re: Wildfire Mitigation Projects in Urban Parks and Reserves

On behalf of BC Nature, I am writing to you with concerns about wildfire mitigation. BC Nature
(the Federation of BC Naturalists) represents close to 60 affiliated organizations with
approximately 7,000 members province wide. Our membership is concerned for the conservation
of British Columbia’s landscapes and the diversity of organisms that inhabit them. We promote
the integrity of our natural ecosystems, not only to protect their biodiversity, but also our lives
and the lives of future generations.

Forested areas, such as woodland parks and reserves within urban municipalities, have been
subject to long-term fire suppression efforts. Consequently, the resultant high fuel load increases
the risk of catastrophic wildfires that may spread to infrastructure including residences,
businesses, roads, railways, etc. Communities in forested areas will be considering

“Fire Smarting” their parks and reserves (e.g., reducing fuel loads, addressing fuel-laddering
issues). BC Nature supports such efforts.

However, wildfire mitigation creates negative impacts. We find, unfortunately, significant
underrepresentation of forest ecology and park user values in the current BC Wildfire Service
(BCWS) Fuel Management Guidelines and municipal project funding criteria. Municipalities
need funding support to undertake important wildfire mitigation work, but BCWS demands
mandatory requirements be met or funding is withheld. We consider this unreasonable and
unfair; these imbalances need to be addressed in a meaningful way.
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A FireSmart forest can have a healthy, diverse ecosystem that provides users with an interactive
and aesthetically pleasing experience. BC Nature recommends the following revised project
criteria:
1. Wildfire mitigation in urban parks and reserves should maintain and enhance forest
ecological and park-user values. Wildfire mitigation is not the only important criterion.

2. Governing authorities should secure expert independent scientific input/review (e.g., a
Registered Professional Biologist in addition to a RPF) of all wildfire protection work
for urban parks or reserves, with strategies to maintain and enhance the health and
biodiversity of plants, animals, and soils.

3. Criteria for wildfire mitigation work in urban parks should be revised to include/consider
the following:
a. produce a more natural forest with variety in tree species and size
composition, including a deciduous understory, to enhance wildlife diversity,
ecological processes, aesthetics and park-users’ experience.
b. selectively remove non-deciduous trees of various age/size rather than many
small/mid-size trees;
c. prune the lower branches on mid-size trees rather than removing these trees, to allow
more light penetration for broad-leaved undergrowth;
d. remove some mature trees to create light openings;
e. plant fire-resistant broad-leaved trees and shrubs to hasten understory development;
f. avoiding executing prescription treatments during bird nesting season.
g. minimize treatments within riparian environments and on steep slopes to reduce soil
erosion/siltation.
h. avoid placing organic debris into slash piles which may, if left for weeks or months,
become a fire hazard themselves, be unsightly to park users, and attract small animals to
den or store food in. Instead, debris should be removed or chipped immediately.

4. Include forest management criteria for FireSmart projects in statutes and funding
application requirements.

5. Implement a timely, meaningful public consultation process to inform and educate the
public and ensure their broad support.

BC Nature is eager to provide more detailed suggestions about the planning process, technical
issues, and public consultation to produce healthy fire-resistant ecosystems.

Yours in Nature,
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Nancy Flood, Ph.D.
President, BC Nature
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