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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

December 4, 2024

Honourable Tamara Davidson
Minister of Environment and Parks
ENV.minister@gov.bc.ca

Honourable Ravi Parmar
Minister of Forests
FOR.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Honourable Randene Neill
Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship
WLRS.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Re: Support for the WildSafeBC program

Dear Ministers:

BC Nature wishes to voice support for the work of the WildSafeBC program, and in particular to
strongly encourage continued and consistent funding for that program. WildSafeBC evolved
from the highly successful Bear Aware program. and is now managed and delivered by the BC
Conservation Foundation. The program educates residents and visitors in the prevention of
human-wildlife conflict at home and in recreational areas.

Through WildSafe Rangers for school-aged children, wildlife awareness safety and bear spray
workshops, booths at community events, the Bare Campsite Program
(https://wildsafebc.com/programs/bare-campsite-program/) and media outreach, WildSafeBC
addresses the importance of reducing wildlife attractants and preventing wildlife encounters that
arise from the storage of garbage outdoors, unmanaged fruit trees, unmanaged livestock, and the
growing increase in recreation and backcountry use. And as our communities continue to grow
and back-country use continues to increase, so will the need for the WildSafeBC program, as
there will always be new people to educate, and more wildlife sharing habitat. The program
results in fewer bears, cougars, deer, coyotes and other wildlife entering communities, increased
public safety, decreased potential for human-wildlife conflict, and a reduction in the number of
animals being destroyed.

BC Nature (the Federation of BC Naturalists) represents close to 60 naturalists’ clubs and
organizations and approximately 7000 members province wide. Our membership consists of
dedicated naturalists and scientists who are connected to, have expertise in, and concern for the
preservation of British Columbia’s landscapes and the diversity of organisms that inhabit them.
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We urge your ministries to prioritize continued and stable funding for WildSafeBC and to
explore opportunities to expand its reach. This program is essential for promoting coexistence
between people and wildlife in British Columbia, and its success depends on your leadership and
commitment. By ensuring the long-term sustainability of WildSafeBC, you will be taking a
proactive step to protect both human safety and the province’s wildlife.

We would greatly appreciate confirmation of your ministries’ plans for supporting WildSafeBC.
Please feel free to contact us if we can assist with these efforts.

Yours in Nature,

Nancy Flood, Ph.D.
President, BC Nature

cc: Andy Day, CEO, BC Parks Foundation info@bcparksfoundation.ca
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