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November 25, 2024 
 
 
Mr. Tim Ennis  
Director of Private Land Acquisition and Manager, BC Parks Foundation 
tim.ennis@bcparksfoundation.ca 
 
Re: Support for funding acquisitions in the Commonage 
 
 
Dear Mr. Ennis, 
 
BC Nature wishes to voice support for funding to help maintain and enhance the Okanagan 
Valley’s biodiversity. The Commonage area of the North Okanagan represents an integral part of 
the valley ecosystem and connects the dry belt regions of the deserts and grasslands in 
Washington and Oregon to the Thompson, Nicola, Cariboo, and Chilcotin regions of BC. The 
key to the protection, preservation and restoration of all the endangered and at-risk species of 
flora and fauna in the Commonage is control of land use activities for urban, agricultural or 
resort development. We request that the BCPF, in partnership with the City of Vernon, the 
Regional District of the North Okanagan, and the Province create an opportunity fund for the 
purpose of acquiring these key properties or purchasing land covenants as they become available. 
 
BC Nature (the Federation of BC Naturalists) which represents close to 60 naturalists’ clubs and 
similar organizations and 6000 members province-wide. Our membership consists of dedicated 
naturalists and scientists who are connected to, have expertise in, and concern for the 
preservation of British Columbia’s landscapes and the diversity of organisms that inhabit them. 
 
We have a very short time window in which to preserve this very special area. It represents the 
natural, Indigenous and European settlement history of the Okanagan Valley. It has provided 
food, medicine, travel and trade routes, and seasonal homes for the first people of this area for 
thousands of years. It was settled and used cooperatively for a short time by both the Syilx 
people and European ranchers. The Commonage sustained ranchers for more than two 
generations, inspired artists, filled the hearts and calmed the spirits of recreational users, and 
sustained biodiversity of rare species of plant and animals in one of the most biodiverse areas of 
Canada. This region has been fragmented by residential developments and will continue to be, 
and if subject to unconstrained development of buildings or used for agriculture or resort 
development, there will be no way to restore its biological richness.  
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Whereas outright purchase would be ideal, the price tag to purchase these private properties is 
huge. We need to control development that adversely affects the ecology of the area. Rather than 
buying these private properties, funds will be more effectively spent in purchasing, at perhaps 
10% of the property values, conservation covenants that constrain adverse development. In such  
a scenario, each dollar spent will protect ten times as much land as outright purchase. The cost 
will be incurred only once and the benefits will be forever.  
 
In light of BC's commitment to reaching the 25% and 30% Protected Areas goals by 2025 and 
2030, respectively, we underscore the importance of protecting areas located in and/or adjacent 
to urban areas. We urge you to engage, with partners, in preservation, conservation, and 
rewilding initiatives in the Commonage. Together, we will save this unique, important, and 
biologically rich region. 
 
Naturally yours, 

 
Nancy Flood, Ph.D. 
President, BC Nature 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


