
September 10, 2024

The Honorable David Eby, Premier of British Columbia

The Honorable Nathan Cullen, Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship

Kelly Greene, M.L.A., Parliamentary Secretary for Fisheries and Aquaculture

RE: Congratulations from Environmental Organizations Across B.C. on the Release of British Columbia’s

Coastal Marine Strategy

Sent by email: premier@gov.bc.ca, WLRS.Minister@gov.bc.ca,

Cc: LWRS.CoastMarine@gov.bc.ca

______________________________________

Dear Premier Eby, Minister Cullen, and Parliamentary Secretary Greene,

We write to congratulate the Government of British Columbia on the release of the Coastal Marine

Strategy on July 11, 2024. This is a historic announcement for British Columbia, as it’s the first strategy of

its kind for our province and ocean.

We are pleased to see that the strategy was co-developed with representatives from First Nations,

further integrating the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) into

coastal governance across British Columbia.

The strategy outlines a roadmap towards conserving and restoring coastal habitats, enhancing climate

resilience, supporting community well-being, and incorporating holistic marine use plans. The health of

coastal and marine ecosystems is vital, not only to communities on the coast but to those located

throughout the province because a thriving coast is essential for the future of British Columbia.

The release of the Coastal Marine Strategy is the first step on a new path forward. We are here to

support the implementation of the strategy and we look forward to advancing the bold vision of “a

diverse, productive, and resilient coastal marine environment that is valued in its own right and that

supports the prosperity, health and well-being of coastal communities now and into the future,” with the

Province and First Nations.

Sincerely,

Anna Barford, Canada Shipping Campaigner, Stand.earth

Bob Peart, Chair, Friends of Shoal Harbour

Erin Gray, Staff Lawyer, West Coast Environmental Law

Ellika Cairns, Project Director, Átl’ḵa7tsem / Howe Sound Marine Stewardship Initiative

DG Blair, Acting Executive Director, Stewardship Centre for BC

Dorrance Woodward, Chair, Association for Denman Island Marine Stewards

Jacklyn Barrs, Specialist, Ecosystem Restoration, World Wildlife Fund - Canada
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Karen Wristen, Executive Director, Living Oceans Society

Kate MacMillan, Conservation Director, Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society -BC

Kellie Rana, Marine Planning Coordinator, Georgia Strait Alliance

Louise Pedersen, Executive Director, Outdoor Recreation Council of BC

Lucas Harris, Executive Director, Surfrider Foundation Canada

Mandala Smulders, Director of Operations, Redd Fish Restoration Society

Nikki Skuce, Director, Northern Confluence Initiative

Paul Grey, President, BC Marine Trails

Peter Ballin, Chair of the Conservation Committee, BC Nature

Sarah Cook, Executive Director, SeaChange Marine Conservation Society

Sydney Dixon, Marine Specialist, Pacific Wild
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