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July 25, 2024

The Honourable Nathan Cullen
Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship
Box 99041 Stn Prov Govt

Victoria, BC V8W 9E1
WLRS.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Dear Minister Cullen,

Intergovernmental Cooperation on the 2030 Nature Strateqgy

Firstly, thank you for your reply in January to our original June 2023 correspondence from BC
Nature and Nature Canada, asking for your leadership to protect Canada’s biodiversity. We are
pleased by the role that British Columbia has played both within the province and nationally, as
demonstrated by your recent co-chairing of the FPT meetings on nature and the signing of the
tripartite Nature Agreement.

Since we last spoke, the federal government has released its 2030 Nature Strategy and tabled
Bill C-73, known as the Nature Accountability Act. While we are pleased to see these important
milestones being achieved, we are concerned that the Strategy and Accountability Act fall short
in some important areas. To address this, we are committed to pushing for an actual action plan
and measurable steps within the Strategy to outline how we will achieve the targets therewithin.
This will require additional funding to ensure the implementation is successful. With regards to
the proposed legislation, we want to ensure that it is meaningful by enshrining the targets within
while also setting clear consequences for failing to realize them within specific timeframes.

Implementing the 2030 National Strategy will only be possible with the cooperation of provincial,
territorial, municipal, federal, and Indigenous governments, and we are eager to work with you to
achieve local, regional, and national goals and targets in the context of halting and reversing
nature loss. Therefore, we are writing to request a meeting with you to discuss how we can
best work together to protect and restore nature.

Nature Canada and BC Nature are ready to assist you in any way we can, whether in the
development of your own provincial plans, the mobilization of public support, or collaboration with
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other governments.

If you need any additional information, please feel free to contact us at your convenience.
We look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

(g Mo, o

! A L/ L&
{ Ll Ny

Emily McMillan, ED Nature Canada I‘-'ancy: Flood, President BC Nature Tulia Laforge, Policy and Campaign Manager
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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

cc. Hon. George Heyman
Hon. David Eby

Page 2 of 2



AN cnature

CANADA

FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS
Nature Canada BC Nature
240 Bank Street, suite 300 1620 Mount SeymourRoad
Ottawa, ON K2P 1X4 North Vancouver, BC V7G 2R9
emcmillan@naturecanada.ca info@bcnature.ca

June 15, 2023

The Honourable David Eby
Office of the Premier
Box 99041 Stn Prov Govt

Victoria, BC V8W 9E1
premier@gov.bc.ca

Dear Premier Eby,

Intergovernmental Cooperation on the UN Convention on Biodiversity

We are writing to you on behalf of BC Nature and Nature Canada, to ask you to join
hands with your fellow provincial and territorial premiers, and seize a historic opportunity to
protect Canada’s biodiversity.

Nature Canada is one of our country’s longest-established conservation institutions.
Over the course of eighty years, we have helped protect more than 110 million acres of parks
and wildlife areas, and the thousands of species they harbour. We rally together more than
250,000 individual Canadians and a network of more than 1,200 organizations, across every
province and territory.

BC Nature, the province's federation of naturalist clubs, has a mission to 'know
nature, and keep it worth knowing'. Through our work in programs such as the Important
Bird and Biodiversity Areas, Key Biodiversity Areas, and Municipal Protected Areas, we are
dedicated to protecting BC's biodiversity and habitat. With 56 clubs and more than 6,000
members, we help foster the deep connection to nature that is shared by many British
Columbian's throughout our beautiful and diverse ecosystems.

We are in the midst of the worst mass extinction crisis in human history. Some 20% of
Canada’s species are at risk. The causes are complex and include: habitat loss; pollution; the
spread of disease and invasive species; and climate change. Yet, the outcome is
devastatingly simple: our whole world is at risk.

In December, Canada joined the nations of the world in Montreal for the UN
Convention on Biodiversity’s COP15, where we adopted a new Global Framework. If
implemented, the Global Framework will protect thirty percent of land and water by 2030 and
will put nature on a path to recovery by 2050. But only if it is implemented.

The enormity of the global extinction crisis is too great for any one actor to address on

its own. In Canada, implementing the Global Framework will only be possible with the
cooperation of provincial, territorial, municipal, federal, and Indigenous leadership.
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We are encouraged that the federal government has made $3.65 billion in funding
available to partner governments, through the Nature Legacy Fund and the Enhanced Nature
Legacy Fund, and that this funding was discussed at the 25-26 May FPTI Environment
Ministers meeting in Ottawa.

However, we recognize that funding is a necessary but not sufficient condition for
success. Success will require a rare level of social and political leadership, especially from
provinces and territories, as the levels of government with the most direct responsibilities for
stewardship of Canada’s lands and waters.

Accordingly, we are writing to ask you to make every effort to initiate and conclude a
Nature Agreement with the federal government, to access your share of those funds, and to
use them to achieve the goals and targets of the Global Biodiversity Framework.

Nature Canada and BC Nature stand ready to assist you in any way we can: in the
development of your plans; in the mobilisation of public support; in the dismantling of barriers
to effective and respectful collaboration with other governments. We would be delighted to
speak with you or your colleagues, to ascertain how we could be of greatest service in our
shared calling.

If you need any additional information, please feel free to contact us at your
convenience.

Sincerely,
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Emily McMillan, ED Nature Canada Nancy Flood, President BC Nature
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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

cc. Hon. George Heyman
Hon. Steven Guilbeault
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Reference: 31073
January 10, 2024

VIA EMAIL: emcmillan@naturecanada.ca; info@bcnature.ca

Emily McMillan, Executive Director
Nature Canada

240 Bank Street, Suite 300

Ottawa, Ontario

K2P 1X4

Nancy Flood, President

BC Nature

1620 Mount Seymour Road
North Vancouver, BC

V7G 2R9

Dear Emily McMillan and Nancy Flood:

Thank you for your dated June 15, 2023 letter to Premier Eby. I have been asked to respond
on his behalf, and I apologize for the long delay.

As evidenced by the December 2022 adoption of a Global Biodiversity Framework, Canada’s
provinces and territories are committed to working together to halt and reverse the decline of
biodiversity. British Columbia has identified specific opportunities to align actions that better
protect biodiversity, improve landscape resilience to climate change, and support the
long-term health of communities and resource economies.

Provincial staff worked with the Federal government and the First Nations Leadership
Council and recently ratified the Tripartite Framework Agreement on Nature Conservation.
This agreement establishes our shared commitment to collaboration and coordinated action in
four key areas: (1) protection and conservation; (2) restoration and enhancement; (3) recovery
of species at risk; and (4) information management and knowledge generation. Ultimately,
this $1billion agreement is intended to better align shared priorities with funding and
complement numerous partnerships, policy initiatives, and legislative reviews to achieve
tangible outcomes for nature by 2030, including protecting and conserving 30% of British
Columbia’s land and waters.
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With this agreement ratified, we continue to focus our efforts on governance with First
Nations, as it is imperative that all of this work is delivered in alignment with the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People. We will begin to engage with the
public and important interest holders and experts in the near future, as communication and
funding protocols are developed. We look forward to engaging with Nature Canada and BC
Nature on our ambitious goals soon.

I applaud your support and commitment to conservation in British Columbia.

Sincerely,

N (-

Nathan Cullen
Minister

pc: Honourable David Eby, Premier of British Columbia

Honourable George Heyman, Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy
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