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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

To:

Honourable David Eby; Premier of British Columbia mailto:premier@gov.bc.ca
Honourable George Heyman, Minister of the Environment and Climate Change Strategy
ENV.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Honourable Nathan Cullen, Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship
mailto:WLRS.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Honourable Bowinn Ma, Minister of Emergency Management and Climate

Readiness mailto:EMCR.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Honourable Bruce Ralston, Minister of Forests FOR.Minister@gov.bc.ca)

Cc: Sonia Furstenau, MLA and Leader of the Green Party sonia.furstenau. MLA@]eg.bc.ca.
Kevin Falcon, MLA and Leader of the BC United Party kevin.falcon.mla@leg.bc.ca

Re: The climate crisis, liquefied natural gas, and old growth forests
31 March 2024
Dear Premier and Ministers:

BC Nature, the province's federation of naturalist clubs and associated organizations, has a
mission of “knowing nature, and keeping it worth knowing”. We are dedicated to protecting
BC's biodiversity and habitats through our work in programs such as the Important Bird and
Biodiversity Areas, Key Biodiversity Areas, and Municipal Protected Areas, as well our
members’ active observations and stewardship of nature. With 60 clubs and more than 6,000
members, we strive to foster the deep connection with nature shared by many British
Columbians.

We write to you to express concern with our government’s failure to act with requisite urgency
to safeguard the environment that sustains us. In this letter we address the issues of climate
change, liquefied natural gas (LNG), and old growth forests.

In British Columbia, as is true around the world, we have faced unprecedented impacts of
climate change. Recently the United Nations Weather Agency issued a ‘red alert’ after record
heat in 2023'. The pace and degree of climate change is exceeding scientists’ predictions.
Although Canada itself is not one of the world’s largest GHG emitters, on a per capita basis we
contribute much more than our fair share—and we have the education and means to set an
example in this regard. The BC government and all British Columbians, especially corporations,
must take immediate serious action. We must confront, with urgency, the facts of record-
breaking fires, extreme heat, ocean temperature rises, extreme rainfall events, early springs,
droughts, low summer stream volumes, pine beetle outbreak, dying western redcedars, low
snowpack, and melting glaciers. In addition to the physical and social consequences of climate
change, the costs are staggering® and will continue to increase the longer we delay in making
serious changes to how we obtain and use energy. We here in BC need to step up our efforts to
abate and adapt to the most severe consequences of this crisis.
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We continue to increase greenhouse gas emissions from existing fracked gas operations, with
much more to come from industry expansion (e.g., LNG Canada, Woodfiber, Tilbury, Ksi
Lisims, Cedar LNG). BC Nature is extremely disappointed to hear of our government’s recent
approval of FortisBC’s Tilbury Marine Jetty project on the Fraser River in Delta’. We are
violating our own climate commitments and threatening the overall health of the province’s and
planet’s economic, environmental, and social systems®.

Despite our government’s promises in 2020 to take serious action to stop logging old growth
forests, significant in greenhouse gas storage and capture, such logging continues’. A recently
leaked map® gives the appearance that bureaucrats in the Ministry of Forests are flaunting the
recommendations of the old growth strategic review panel and freeing up as much old growth
forest as possible in favour of big-tree logging.

We request that our government:

1) significantly curtails existing and new fossil fuel projects in BC, and seriously ramps up our
transition to better energy alternatives (e.g., solar, wind, geothermal);

2) employs more stringent energy conservation, along with sustainable land management
practices;

3) places an immediate moratorium on existing and future logging of these critically important
and endangered old growth ecosystems while discussions on a sustainable path forward continue
with Indigenous peoples, communities, industry, conservation organizations, and others.

On behalf of the members of BC Nature, and the ecosystems and species at risk, we look forward
to your response regarding these important challenges and opportunities.

Naturally Yours,
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NancyJ. Flood, Ph.D. (she/her)
President, BC Nature
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