
 

BC Nature – 1620 Mt. Seymour Road, North Vancouver, BC V7G 2R9 
Tel (604) 985-3057 ~ email: info@bcnature.ca   - Web site – www.bcnature.org 

 
 

 
 
14 June 2024 
 
 
To:  
Honourable Nathan Cullen, Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship  
Honourable Bruce Ralston, Minister of Forests  
Honourable George Heyman, Minister of the Environment and Climate Change Strategy  
 
Cc: Honourable David Eby, Premier of British Columbia  
 
Re: A New Future for Old Forests: From Review to Action 
 
BC Nature is pleased that government has provided an update on progress towards the lofty 
goals set forth in recent environmental policies, and that actions are underway to implement all 
14 recommendations of A New Future for Old Forests. We appreciate the shift to an ecosystem 
health approach, and we embrace the adoption of Indigenous. In particular, we value the 
direction of active stewardship toward the restoration and maintenance of BC’s ecosystems for 
generations to come.  
 
What got us here, won’t get us there  
BC Nature understands that “achieving the full intent of the review is work that will span 
generations”. However, we express some concern: action to halt logging in old forests at high 
risk simply cannot wait. Bringing management of old forests into compliance with existing 
requirements must proceed with haste, complete with a more robust monitoring and evaluation 
system. The promise of 2.6 million hectares of old-growth deferrals must not only be honoured, 
but more extensive preservation must follow. Biodiversity information requires speedy updates 
so that endangered species and habitats may be designated. We emphasize that these forests are 
much more than the trees alone. 
 
Conservation financing  
BC Nature expresses gratitude for the funding mechanisms achieved and the process for 
gathering more monies for conservation. We wonder, however, if the provincial budget might 
include a line specific to conservation, to be distributed to the relevant ministries, and enhanced 
by monies from the Tripartite Framework Agreement and other sources. 
 
Ecological education 
To make maintaining and conserving ecosystem health and biodiversity an overarching priority 
across British Columbia we strongly feel that corresponding ecological education to all sectors is 
required; this will engender a cohesive and ongoing effort to create common ground and will 
support our goals. We suggest that such education go beyond providing the public with timely 
and objective information. Consider featuring the Biodiversity and Ecosystem Health 
Framework as the hub of the changes in progress and profile it frequently in the media and in 
government documents as we refine our land and resource management.  
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A stronger stewardship system and an evolved forest-based economy will require a higher level 
of understanding prior to inception. We suggest that government partner with all who foster the 
importance of respecting and caring for our land to amplify this understanding. 
 
 
BC Nature is part of the solution 
BC Nature, with approximately 6000 members and 60 clubs and affiliates, is proud of our 
contributions to “Knowing Nature and Keeping It Worth Knowing”. We continue to collaborate 
with First Nations in stewardship of Important Bird Areas/Key Biodiversity Areas and we work 
with BC communities to establish Municipal Protected Areas. We are also engaged in supporting 
the establishment of IPCAs. Our work dovetails with the progress made on ecosystem health and 
resilience priorities for old forests.  
 
BC Nature looks forward to the next report of the implementation committee, and your response, 
as we reiterate our offer of support.  
 
Naturally yours, 

 
Nancy Flood 
President, BC Nature 
 
 


