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Reference: 32848 

April 8, 2024 

VIA EMAIL: manager@bcnature.ca 

Nancy J. Flood, President 
BC Nature 
1620 Mt. Seymour Road 
North Vancouver, British Columbia 
V7G 2R9 

Dear Dr. Nancy J. Flood: 

Thank you for your letter of November 19, 2023, regarding the Draft B.C. Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Health Framework, the protection of 30 percent of B.C.’s lands and waters by 
2030, and Old Growth Forest protection. As Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Water, Land 
and Resource Stewardship, I have been asked to respond on behalf of Premier Eby and 
apologize for the delay. 

The British Columbia (B.C.) government is building a series of comprehensive and integrated 
initiatives to safeguard the environment, ensure that resource use is sustainable, support local 
jobs, and recognize and respect First Nations rights to ensure healthy communities and 
continued opportunity for B.C. Collectively, this work represents a shift in how we have 
managed natural resources in the province.  
On November 3, 2023, the government of Canada, B.C., and the First Nations Leadership 
Council (FNLC) signed a Tripartite Framework Agreement on Nature Conservation protect 
and conserve biodiversity, habitat, and species at risk in the province. To support the 
commitments in that agreement, Canada and B.C. committed to investing $1 billion dollars. 

As part of this financial commitment, the Province established the first sustained, 
province-wide conservation financing program in Canada, with a contribution of $150 
million, matched by a commitment by the B.C. Parks Foundation to raise an additional $150 
million. The Conservation Financing Mechanism will fund new conservation measures, led or 
supported by First Nations, lasting environmental protection measures, capacity building for 
First Nations, stewardship and guardian programs, and support for low-carbon economic 
opportunities.  

In addition, with the release of the draft B.C. Biodiversity and Ecosystem Health Framework 
(the Framework), we are charting the next steps for conserving and managing B.C.’s rich 
biodiversity and healthy ecosystems. The Framework will support the conservation of 
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long-term ecosystem health and biodiversity crucial to mitigating and adapting to climate 
change and maintaining clean air and water for future generations. The Framework is under 
development through a collaborative engagement process. 

The Framework, with its focus on mainstreaming biodiversity and ecosystem and elevating 
the coordination of work across government and through a “whole of society” approach, 
complements the Conservation Financing Mechanism and the Tripartite Framework 
Agreement on Nature Conservation. Through funding, identification of shared goals and 
priorities, governance and other enabling mechanisms, this work will help the B.C. 
government achieve its target of protecting 30 percent of B.C.’s water and land base by 2030. 

The primary identification of conservation and protection designations will be through 
planning tables (i.e., modernized land use plans, forest landscape plans and watershed plans) 
in collaboration with First Nations. 

There will be additional opportunities to engage with BC Nature on areas of importance for 
the protection, conservation and restoration of ecosystems, as we finalize the Framework and 
continue dialogue to implement actions to achieve the protection goal, as well as overall 
improved ecosystem health of ecosystems and habitats throughout B.C.  

Again, thank you for writing and sharing your thoughts and concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Lori Halls 
Deputy Minister 

pc:  Honourable David Eby, Premier of British Columbia 

Honourable Bruce Ralston, Minister of Forests 

Honourable George Heyman, Minister of the Environment and Climate Change 
Strategy  

Honourable Nathan Cullen, Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship 


