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January 31, 2024

VIA EMAIL: manager(@bcnature.ca

Nancy Flood, President

BC Nature

1620 Mt. Seymour Rd

North Vancouver, British Columbia
V7G 2R9

Dear Nancy Flood:

Thank you for your letter dated October 30, 2023, regarding the draft provincial Grizzly Bear
Stewardship Framework (GBSF). As this matter now falls under the purview of the Ministry
of Water, Land, and Resource Stewardship, Ministers Heyman and Ralston have requested
that I respond on their behalf.

As part of the Province’s commitment to reconciliation and implementing the Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act (Declaration Act) the Province pursued a new approach
to collaboration in preparing the draft Provincial Grizzly Bear Stewardship Framework
(GBSF) and Commercial Bear Viewing Strategy (CBVS). This included direct collaboration
with First Nations representatives, stewardship staff, advisors, knowledge holders, and in
some cases the hereditary chiefs and councillors, of approximately 85 Indigenous
Communities across B.C. These documents have also been reviewed by a diverse group of
provincial wildlife and habitat interest groups and a recently concluded comprehensive public
engagement.

The GBSF and CBVS are set within an overarching objective to ensure grizzly bears do not
become threatened or endangered and provide guidance for the consideration of grizzly bear
values for proponents, decision makers, and participants on initiatives related to land and
resource planning to steward and co-exist with grizzly bears in B.C. I know you share this
goal and appreciate your continued interest in ensuring the GBSF and CBVS are as robust as
possible.

I would like to clarify that nothing in the GBSF suggests that any change to Grizzly bear
hunting in B.C. is under consideration. The hunt remains closed to all licensed hunting and
there are no plans to re-open the licensed grizzly bear hunt. First Nations continue to have the
constitutional right to hunt grizzly bears for food, social, and ceremonial purposes.
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Decisions regarding grizzly bear stewardship will not be delegated to regional committees
composed of hunting and trapping interest groups, and the Stewardship Framework will be
reviewed and edited to ensure that this aspect is clarified. Regional structures for wildlife will
be on an ‘advisory’ basis, being that they will not be, and have never intended to be, decision
making bodies.

The framework was developed in collaboration with, or with the input from, delegates and
knowledge holders from approximately 85 Indigenous governments and groups. A key
learning from that process was the different First Nations have different approaches to grizzly
bear stewardship. Regionally based planning recognizes and honours this reality. It should be
noted that in some areas grizzly bears are plentiful and well distributed on the landscape. In
some parts of the south, the populations are low and in need of recovery. A one-size-fits-all
approach would not be appropriate.

The draft GBSF and CBVS were originally open for public engagement from July 12 to
August 18, 2023. In response to multiple requests from the public for more time to provide
input, and considerable interest in the documents, the deadline was extended to October 31,
2023. During that time the Fish and Wildlife Branch received some valuable feedback,
perspectives, and information to inform the next version of the document. The feedback from
Nature BC on the draft is appreciated and will also be taken into consideration for the next
version.

Again, thank you for writing and sharing your concerns.
Sincerely,
Kwi otz
Lori Halls
Deputy Minister
pc: Honourable Bruce Ralston, Minister of Forests

Honourable George Heyman, Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy
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