To: Honourable George Heyman, Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy
Honourable Lana Popham, Minister of Tourism, Arts, Culture and Sport

RE: Request for an Environmental Impact Assessment of the Zincton All-Season Resort
development - Wildsight, November 7, 2023

Dear Minister George Heyman and Minister Lana Popham,

The Fish, Wildlife, Habitat Coalition (FWH) member organizations have reviewed and are in
support of Wildsight’s request for an Environmental Impact Assessment of the Zincton All-
Season Resort development. The potential adverse impacts of the Zincton All-Season Resort are
not mitigatable and the potential development will significantly contribute to the cumulative
effects on an already heavily impacted landscape. We previously raised our concerns regarding
this proposed development in a letter to the province in May of 2022.

The Zincton proposal for an all-season mountain resort in the Central Selkirk mountains will
reduce the amount of suitable and usable habitat for wildlife, create further connectivity issues,
and increase stress on sensitive wildlife populations. The EIA should be conducted based on
three main concerns: wildlife issues, watershed issues, and the combined size of the total resort
community development both on public and private land. The Central Selkirk mountains
continue to be the most heavily tenured recreation tourism area of the BC. Sensitive wildlife
populations such as mountain goats, wolverine, grizzly bears, and mountain caribou have been
disturbed and displaced from intensive exploitation of the backcountry. The proposed Zincton
site also has potential to disrupt critical habitat and migration patterns of the western toad

(a COSEWIC species of special concern and listed on Schedule 1 of the federal Species at Risk
Act).

The FWH Coalition believes that effective and healthy habitat is critical in order to sustain
wildlife populations. We respectfully request that the Government of British Columbia require an
Environmental Impact Assessment of the Zincton All-Season Resort development.

Sent on behalf of the Fish, Wildlife, and Habitat Coalition

Cc:

Honourable Katrine Conroy, Minister of Finance (MLA Kootenay West)

Honourable Nathan Cullen, Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship
Honourable Josie Osbourne, Minister of Energy, Mines, and Low Carbon Innovation
Honourable Murray Rankin, Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation
Brittny Anderson (MLA Nelson Creston)



