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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

To:

Honourable David Eby; Premier of British Columbia david.eby.MLA@leg.bc.ca
Honourable Bruce Ralston; Minister of Forests bruce.ralston.MLA@leg.bc.ca
Honourable George Heyman, Minister of the Environment and Climate Change Strategy
george.heyman.MLA@]leg.bc.ca

Honourable Nathan Cullen, Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship
nathan.cullen. MLA@]leg.be.ca

Re: Draft B.C. Biodiversity and Ecosystem Health Framework, 30% by 2030 and Old Growth
Forest protection

19 November 2023
Dear Ministers:

BC Nature, representing some 60 naturalist clubs and 6000 members throughout British
Columbia, welcomed the publication of the draft biodiversity and ecosystem health framework
from the Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship. We have never before experienced
such a positive outlook in government policy. At the same time, we express concern about
achieving the goals of formal protection of 30% of BC’s lands and waters by 2030 and 50% by
2050, and our remaining old-growth forests. We note that the recommendations accepted from
the Old Growth Strategic Review have not yet been enacted as promised. We seek public
clarification in the form of progress reports, so that a fluid dialogue hastens progress to our
common goals for our environment; indeed, for our future.

BC Nature wishes to see government mandates and promises fulfilled and progress
communicated. We suggest that government:
1. Develop and publish a plan outlining how the government will raise the probability that
these goals will be reached.

a. Develop lists of potential areas, both marine and terrestrial, to be considered for
protection by 2030 and well before 2050. This list should include those areas that
are most valuable and critical to be considered for earlier protection. It should also
ensure that currently under-represented ecosystems in our protected area network
(Coastal Douglas-fir, Bunchgrass, Ponderosa Pine, Interior Cedar Hemlock) are
included to reflect their relative abundance in BC.

b. Create a timeline that establishes milestones on the path to 30 x 30 and 50 x 50, to
increase the probability that the goals are realized. Hopefully the somewhat
distant goal of 50% protected areas can and will be achieved much earlier than
2050.

c. Dedicate sufficient funding and staff to ensure that these goals can be
appropriately completed.

2. Solicit all interested parties to contribute to a list of areas to be included in the 2030 and
2050 goals.
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a. These areas should be focused on the most sensitive ecotypes and old growth
areas.

b. Logging and permission to log any of these areas and other developments that
threaten key ecosystems should be denied immediately, until such time that
consultations are completed and agreements are made.

c. Any species or ecosystems at risk should be prioritized for early dedication as
formal protected areas.

3. We understand that working out policies with stakeholders, including First Nations,
requires time and attention to detail. In the meantime, we cannot risk losing ecosystems
and species that cannot be replaced. We are optimistic that the recent funding boost can
expedite this process and the protection of lands and waters that we all seek. BC Nature
looks forward to working closely with the anticipated Office of Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Health.

We would appreciate receiving your responses soon.

Regards
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Nancy J. Flood, Ph.D. (she/her)
President, BC Nature
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