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October 30, 2023 
 
Honourable Bruce Ralston 
Minister of Forests 
FOR.Minister@gov.bc.ca 
 
Honourable Nathan Cullen  
Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship 
LWRS.minister@gov.bc.ca 
 
RE:  Grizzly Bear Stewardship Framework 
 
Dear Ministers Ralston and Cullen, 
 
BC Nature, the organization representing almost 60 naturalist clubs throughout BC and some 
6000 members, wishes to raise concerns about the draft Grizzly Bear Stewardship Framework, 
complementing the open letter from other ENGOs and individuals.  
 
BC Nature agrees that wildlife and wild land management’s focus must shift from consumptive 
use to managing for the survival of healthy ecosystems. Our point of view is that management 
must promote a tone of stewardship with the interests of all life and all BC people in mind. Our 
collective future depends upon this. 
 
BC Nature once again calls for a Species at Risk Act or equivalent legislation that protects our 
biodiversity at the levels of ecosystems, species, and populations. While public values must be 
considered, scientific evidence should override public opinion and special interests to engender 
practices that maintain and enhance healthy ecosystems and populations. We need to focus on 
the governmental mandate for land protection, target those ecosystems most at risk and those 
with the most at risk species, and make sure that government keeps its promises and meets or 
exceeds its goals. 
 
With the premise that species conservation means population conservation, BC Nature supports 
the Grizzly Bear Stewardship Framework plan to create local, regional, and territorial wildlife 
advisory committees to create grizzly bear management plans, with the caveat that such 
committees be overseen in a way that their recommendations support the overall welfare of all 
grizzlies in BC: i.e. prohibit management decisions that adversely affect the species as a whole. 
We note that while some BC Nature members support limited trophy hunting because it does 
contribute funds for conservation, many of our members are steadfastly against this practice. We 
suggest, should trophy hunting be allowed, that 

- Fines for illegal hunting be increased 
- Fees for any trophy hunting permits allowed be high and very clearly support 

conservation 
- Animals be carefully selected to minimize negative impact on the population  
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BC Nature suggests addressing the following issues absent from the Framework: 

- "Cumulative effects" as a threat to grizzly bears. The bears face overlapping and 
intersecting threats to their survival.  

- Lethal removal of grizzly bears by the BC Conservation Officer Service and the Right to 
Farm Act when bear/human conflicts occur 

- Illegal killing of grizzly bears  
- Food security and the decline of wild salmon populations, both of which link to climate 

change, habitat degradation, resource use and overfishing, etc  
- Legal protection, through amendment of the Wildlife Act, of bear dens across the entire 

province  
 
We agree that the management of all of our endangered wildlife species require an expert 
wildlife stewardship team that includes representatives from outside of government. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
Nancy Flood 
President, BC Nature 
 
Cc: 
Valhalla Wilderness Society VWS.org/action 
Bears Matter Bearsmatter@gmail.com 
Pacific Wild projects@pacificwild.org 
Premier David Eby  premier@gov.bc.ca 
Hon. Lana Popham, Minister of Tourism, Arts, Culture and Sport 
TAC.Minister@gov.bc.ca 
Hon. George Heyman, Environment Minister and Climate Change of B.C. 
ENV.minister@gov.bc.ca 
Hon. Minister Murray Rankin, Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation 
IRR.Minister@gov.bc.ca 
Hon. Steven Guilbeault, Federal Minister of Environment and Climate Change 
Steven.Guilbeault@parl.gc.ca 
National Aboriginal Council on Species at Risk 
ec.canep-nacosar.ec@canada.ca 
Coastal First Nations: info@coastalfirstnations.ca 
Parliamentary Secretary for the Environment 
aman.singh.MLA@leg.bc.ca 
Logan Wenham, BC Director of Fish & Wildlife 
Logan.Wenham@gov.bc.ca 
Sonia Furstenau, Leader of the B.C. Green Party, 
sonia.furstenau.MLA@leg.bc.ca 
Adam Olsen, Green MLA, 
adam.olsen.MLA@leg.bc.ca 
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