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June 15, 2023

The Honourable David Eby
Office of the Premier
Box 99041 Stn Prov Govt

Victoria, BC V8W 9E1
premier@gov.bc.ca

Dear Premier Eby,

Intergovernmental Cooperation on the UN Convention on Biodiversity

We are writing to you on behalf of BC Nature and Nature Canada, to ask you to join
hands with your fellow provincial and territorial premiers, and seize a historic opportunity to
protect Canada’s biodiversity.

Nature Canada is one of our country’s longest-established conservation institutions.
Over the course of eighty years, we have helped protect more than 110 million acres of parks
and wildlife areas, and the thousands of species they harbour. We rally together more than
250,000 individual Canadians and a network of more than 1,200 organizations, across every
province and territory.

BC Nature, the province's federation of naturalist clubs, has a mission to 'know
nature, and keep it worth knowing'. Through our work in programs such as the Important
Bird and Biodiversity Areas, Key Biodiversity Areas, and Municipal Protected Areas, we are
dedicated to protecting BC's biodiversity and habitat. With 56 clubs and more than 6,000
members, we help foster the deep connection to nature that is shared by many British
Columbian's throughout our beautiful and diverse ecosystems.

We are in the midst of the worst mass extinction crisis in human history. Some 20% of
Canada’s species are at risk. The causes are complex and include: habitat loss; pollution; the
spread of disease and invasive species; and climate change. Yet, the outcome is
devastatingly simple: our whole world is at risk.

In December, Canada joined the nations of the world in Montreal for the UN
Convention on Biodiversity’s COP15, where we adopted a new Global Framework. If
implemented, the Global Framework will protect thirty percent of land and water by 2030 and
will put nature on a path to recovery by 2050. But only if it is implemented.

The enormity of the global extinction crisis is too great for any one actor to address on

its own. In Canada, implementing the Global Framework will only be possible with the
cooperation of provincial, territorial, municipal, federal, and Indigenous leadership.
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We are encouraged that the federal government has made $3.65 billion in funding
available to partner governments, through the Nature Legacy Fund and the Enhanced Nature
Legacy Fund, and that this funding was discussed at the 25-26 May FPTI Environment
Ministers meeting in Ottawa.

However, we recognize that funding is a necessary but not sufficient condition for
success. Success will require a rare level of social and political leadership, especially from
provinces and territories, as the levels of government with the most direct responsibilities for
stewardship of Canada’s lands and waters.

Accordingly, we are writing to ask you to make every effort to initiate and conclude a
Nature Agreement with the federal government, to access your share of those funds, and to
use them to achieve the goals and targets of the Global Biodiversity Framework.

Nature Canada and BC Nature stand ready to assist you in any way we can: in the
development of your plans; in the mobilisation of public support; in the dismantling of barriers
to effective and respectful collaboration with other governments. We would be delighted to
speak with you or your colleagues, to ascertain how we could be of greatest service in our
shared calling.

If you need any additional information, please feel free to contact us at your
convenience.

Sincerely,
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Emily McMillan, ED Nature Canada Nancy Flood, President BC Nature
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cc. Hon. George Heyman
Hon. Steven Guilbeault
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