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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

March 27, 2023

To: Honourable Bruce Ralston
Minister of Forests and Minister responsible for the Consular Corps
FLNR.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Dear Minister Ralston:

Re: Minister of Forests Mandate, 2022

BC Nature, a federation of 55 naturalist clubs with over 6000 members across British Columbia,
was pleased to read your December mandate letter from Premier David Eby. We support many of
the tasks that the Premier has entrusted you to deliver for British Columbians, especially the
commitment to formally protect 30% of BC by 2030 and 50% by 2050.

Please accept our thanks for Order in Council 76 which recently struck out the phrase in the Forest
Planning and Practices Regulation that stated that wildlife, fish, their habitats, water and biological
diversity could only be conserved if preserving them did not “unduly reduce the supply of timber
from BC’s forests”. We support the forest policy changes announced by Premier Eby and yourself
to prioritize ecosystem health, biodiversity and Indigenous values in the management of BC’s
forests.

We very much appreciate the government’s recognition of the need for a secure, low emission,
and sustainable economy alongside meaningful reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples, subject to
the constraint of restoring and sustaining the Province’s ecological health.

We are encouraged by the Premier’s reference to developing and enacting meaningful land use
plans that protect wild spaces, irreplaceable old growth and rare ecosystems. However, we are
disappointed that government apparently will not be proceeding with either an Endangered
Species Act or a Species at Risk Act. Instead we rely on your implementation of the
recommendations of the Old Growth Strategic Review, in conjunction with other critical legislation
and policies, such as a possible Declaration on Biodiversity Act, to conserve important and
vulnerable species, ecosystems, and natural goods and services. We support a holistic approach to
biodiversity conservation based on science, ecosystem based management and ecological
principles.

We also support your mandate to strengthen the BC Wildfire Services focus on wildfire
management. It makes sound ecological sense to place more emphasis on management by
mitigation and prescribed fire versus suppression to better recognize the importance of our
forests in an era of rapidly changing climate, extreme weather events, insect outbreaks and
shifting ecosystem:s.
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We recognize and support your affirmative moves to stop and reverse the declining health and
well-being of B.C.”s forests and biodiversity. In particular, we applaud the $10-million-dollar
silviculture fund, and the new BC Landscape Planning regime with the formal protection of major
portions of the remaining Old Growth forests across BC.

Protecting and preventing damage to our resources and ecosystems is far easier, less costly and
much more effective at conserving forests and biodiversity in general than repairing or trying to
restore degraded areas afterwards. In addition, urgent action is needed to repair centuries of
forest loss, degradation, and fragmentation. This should start with a change to government policy
that supports overharvesting, clearcutting and associated road development, cumulative effects,
and corporate control of our forests.

In that spirit, we request a formal review of the Timber Supply Review (TSR) and Annual Allowable
Cut (AAC) Determination process. We ask that the review be undertaken by an independent three-
person expert panel, similar to that established to review the Old Growth Forest issues in BC. Time
is of the essence for this review and implementation of its recommendations, as the current TSR
process supports AAC levels that are far too high to be ecologically sound and/or sustainable. Until
this process and its outcomes are changed, overharvesting of BC’s forests will continue. This will
jeopardize the achievement of your mandate and our work to ensure BC’s forest diversity and
ecological values and services are restored and sustained for all species, peoples, and generations.

As the Premier pointed out, we expect our elected representatives to work together to advance
the public good. That means seeking out proven and/or progressive ideas, regardless of their
origin, that support and accelerate sustainable forest management. BC Nature is eager to assist by
supplying you with the knowledge, expertise, and ideas of our members.

We look forward to working with your Parliamentary Secretary Doug Routley as he implements his
mandate and reaches out to us to better understand our perspectives and knowledge base. Please

consider our suggestions about future forest policies for BC in this letter.

Yours truly,
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Alan E. Burger, PhD
President, BC Nature
(Federation of BC Naturalists)

cc David Eby premier@gov.bc.ca
Nathan Cullen LWRS.minister@gov.bc.ca
George Heyman ENV.Minister@gov.bc.ca
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