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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS
March 27, 2023

To: Honourable George Heyman, Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy
ENV.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Re: December mandate letter and partnerships to achieve the COP 15 Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Objectives

Dear Minister Heyman,

The purpose of this letter is to offer the support of BC Nature, with its over 6000 members in 55
clubs throughout the province, in achieving the goals of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework produced by COP 15, along with the goals in Premier Eby’s December mandate letter
to you.

We agree that BC’s natural health and wealth is essential for a sustainable future. In particular, we
endorse the commitment to expand our network of parks and protected areas as part of our
province’s progress to the goal of protecting 30% by 2030 and 50% by 2050. Assuming that the
selection of new areas will be ecologically representative and that selected areas are fully
protected in the long term, this will do much to protect and enhance our biodiversity. Our
members are particularly concerned that existing and future “protected” areas are not adequately
monitored and managed, especially to avoid invasive species and human activities altering the
ecosystems.

BC Nature also supports our government’s goals and policies that align with the Biodiversity
Framework, specifically:

e Working collaboratively with First Nations, other ministries, and the federal government
to protect and enhance B.C.’s biodiversity;

e Continuing to work to create new protected areas and to fund, expand, and maintain
affordable recreational opportunities, including the responsible growth of eco-tourism;
and

¢ Developing a new conservation financing mechanism that includes ENGOs and community
scientists to support protection of biodiverse areas.

BC Nature believes that the province can expedite the achievement of these goals. Partnering
with municipalities would build upon the already-stated objective of working collaboratively with
First Nations, other ministries and the federal government. Some municipal lands could be
brought into the 30 by 30 commitment, particularly if provincial financing and policies were
available to assist.
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Furthermore, as the Premier pointed out, we expect collaboration to extend to organizations such
as ours. That means seeking out proven and/or progressive ideas, regardless of their origin, which
support and accelerate the protection, restoration, and enhancement of biodiversity. BC Nature is
eager to assist in this regard by offering you the on-the-ground knowledge and expertise of our
members.

BC Nature looks forward to working with Parliamentary Secretary for Environment MLA Aman
Singh to “continue work to create new protected areas...” and to bring our perspectives to your
ministry.”

Yours truly,

///@//ﬂ%r%/

Alan E. Burger, PhD
President, BC Nature
(Federation of BC Naturalists)

cc: David Eby premier@gov.bc.ca
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