= pCcnature

FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS
To Know Nature and Keep it Worth Knowing

March 17, 2023

To: Honourable Nathan Cullen
Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship
LWRS.minister@gov.bc.ca

Dear Minister Cullen,

Re: 2022 Ministerial Mandate Letter

BC Nature, a federation of 55 naturalist groups including more than 6,000 members, expresses its
support for the commitments outlined in your December 7, 2022 Mandate Letter and

the February 8, 2023 WLRS Service Plan, and their affirmation of the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework.

In particular, we applaud the goal of partnering with the federal government, stakeholders, and
Indigenous peoples to achieve the Nature Agreement’s goals of protecting 30% of BC's land base
by 2030, on the march to 50% by 2050. We urgently need to preserve globally significant
biodiversity hotspots in this province, such as the Fraser River Estuary and our rare Inland
Temperate Rainforest (the recent designation of the Incomappleux Valley as a conservancy will
protect numerous rare and at-risk species). We have concerns: we wish the preservation to
proceed expeditiously, with effective processes and accountability. We require a plan with short
term target milestones to track our progress. BC Nature offers its knowledge and expertise to
assist in the process of deciding which areas shall be protected.

Since many species in BC are endangered or on the brink of extinction, we need to accelerate the
pace of protection along with implementation of robust measures. We encourage you to refine
legislative tools such as the Wildlife Act, the Park Act, and the Ecological Reserves Act, to enact
new, more holistic biodiversity legislation, and to implement the Old Growth Strategic Review. We
require a well-connected system of parks and protected areas, especially those with endangered
ecosystems and species. This will call for not only government support but also participation of
municipalities and private landowners, along with a system of incentives designed to encourage
the public to conserve biodiversity; as you have written, a collaboration with internal and external
partners, including Indigenous peoples, to develop and improve relationships, agreements, and
strategies that enhance wildlife stewardship and biodiversity outcomes. BC Nature wishes to offer
its expertise and experience to expedite ecosystem conservation, restoration, and protection
through advice and in the field.

BC Nature also supports your mandate to develop a new conservation financing mechanism to
protect biodiverse areas. We encourage the development of robust mechanisms such as a land
acquisition fund to work with the ENGOs already pursuing this agenda. In addition, more economic
development funding must be directed towards helping Indigenous peoples protect, on a
sustained basis, critical biodiversity hotspots in the province.
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Given the recent Blueberry River First Nation court decision and landmark agreement, the
province must focus on the cumulative effects of industrial development: the “death by a
thousand cuts”. Environments must be assessed not on a project-by-project basis, but on a
broader scale of regional ecosystem integrity to arrive at formal management plans.

We are pleased to see the mandate letter emphasizing collaboration. We hope to bring the
perspectives of our members to discussions with you and your Ministry, including your two
Parliamentary Secretaries, Kelly Greene and Fin Donnelly. We especially look forward to action
towards our mutual goals. We anticipate your response.

Sincerely yours,

Peter J Ballin
Conservation Committee Chair and Acting President
BC Nature

cc: Honourable David Eby, Premier of BC premier@gov.bc.ca
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