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Reference: 29611 

February 24, 2023 

VIA EMAIL: manager@bcnature.ca 

Alan E. Burger, President 
BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) 
1620 Mt. Seymour Rd 
North Vancouver, BC  V7G 2R9 

Dear Alan E. Burger: 

Thank you for your letter of February 2, 2023, addressed to the Honourable David Eby, 
Premier, regarding the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework and implementation 
of mandate letters through establishment of a British Columbia (BC) Biodiversity Act. The 
Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship has responsibility for the development of 
legislative tools for the protection of species at risk and biodiversity in collaboration with other 
ministries;  as the Deputy Minister, I have been asked to respond on his behalf.  

I want to assure you that protecting and promoting the conservation and recovery of BC’s 
biodiversity continues to be a priority for the government. The ministry is building on our 
progress to date to protect threatened species, enhance BC’s biodiversity, and establish 
consistent and effective management actions for species at risk.  
 
We continue to work with Indigenous Nations and other partners on a variety of species and 
habitat management initiatives and policy projects that benefit biodiversity management and 
protection. Examples include:  
 

• Advancing implementation of the Together for Wildlife Strategy, including Goal 12, 
which commits to reviewing and improving the Wildlife Act.  

• $37 million for watershed, wetland, species and ecosystem restoration in 2021-2022.  
• Developing a Watershed Security Strategy and fund, a Coast Marine Strategy and a 

Wild Salmon Strategy. 
• Advancing the protection of 30% of BC’s land base by 2030. 
• Establishing a new conservancy for the Incomappleux Valley. In addition to the 

58,654-hectare conservancy, another 17,000 hectares in the southern part of the valley 
will be protected from forestry activity.  
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In addition, the BC government has committed to implement all 14 recommendations of the 
independent panel’s old growth strategic review report: A New Future for Old Forests. Many of 
the recommendations, including deferrals, ecosystem health prioritization, and the development 
of a new framework for biodiversity targets, will benefit species and ecosystems at risk. 

These processes and initiatives are all aligned to halt the decline of biodiversity loss and the 
recovery of at-risk species helping to meet the targets set as part of the Kunming-Montreal 
Global Biodiversity Framework. New legislation and improvements to existing legislation and 
policies, including looking at the role of municipalities, are being considered.  
 
We are working to collaboratively develop the path forward to protect species at risk and to 
protect and enhance BC’s biodiversity with Indigenous Nations, as well as engaging with 
partners, interested parties, local governments and communities. Engagement on the 
development of a declaration to prioritize ecosystem health and the conservation of biodiversity 
was recently initiated. There are several upcoming opportunities to get involved in setting the 
path forward over the coming months, please contact OGSR.Implementation@gov.bc.ca for 
more information.  

Again, thank you for writing and sharing your concerns, ideas and suggestions. 

Sincerely, 

Lori Halls 
Deputy Minister 
Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship 

pc: Honourable David Eby, Premier of British Columbia 
 Honourable Nathan Cullen, Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship 
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