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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

February 8, 2023

To: Honourable Steven Guilbeault, Minister of Environment and Climate Change
Via email: ministre-minister@ec.gc.ca

Dear Minister Guilbeault:

Re: Roberts Bank Terminal 2

Now that the proponent has satisfied the government’s request for additional information
(August 2020), | once again wish to register BC Nature’s opposition to the Roberts Bank
Terminal 2 project, on behalf of our 6000 members in 55 naturalist clubs throughout
British Columbia. Many of our members are professional biologists and environmental
scientists.

The key points BC Nature reiterates:

1. No economic justification exists for a project whose anticipated cost will exceed S$4
billion.

2. VFPA has not achieved forecast volumes. The VFPA compound annual growth rate
for containers over the last 14 years is 2.57%.

3. Total full containers (TEUs) handled by VFPA in 2022 decreased by 3.3% over 2021.
Discounting the empty containers handled, TEUs decreased by 9% compared to
2021. The volumes handled are only slightly greater than for 2019, the last full year
prior to the pandemic.

4. VFPA relies on handling US container traffic. Over 66% of VFPA traffic stems from
the US or Eastern Canada. US volumes are estimated to account for 20-25% of the
volume.

5. The Port of Prince Rupert is developing a new container terminal capable of
handling 2 million containers (TEU).

6. VFPA terminals currently have over 1 million of spare container capacity.

7. With the capacity at VFPA, already announced expansions in Vancouver, plus now
Prince Rupert, the west coast of Canada will have sufficient container terminal
capacity to handle Canada’s trading needs without ever having to build the ultra-
expensive RBT2.

8. Overlaying all of that, Environment and Climate Change Canada scientists have
determined that building the new terminal will result in significant adverse
environmental effects that cannot be mitigated. Specifically, the scientists have
concluded that the negative impacts to Western Sandpipers will be immediate,
continuous, irreversible and unable to be mitigated.
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9. The same scientists determined that the VFPA plans to mitigate the negative
effects by creating additional biofilm would never be able to recreate biofilm at a
scale necessary to replace what will be lost.

10. Prime Minister Trudeau is on record as stating the RBT2 decision will be based on
science. The science of Environment Canada scientists must not be ignored.

11. The environmental damage from RBT2 to the Fraser Estuary - recently designated
as a Key Biodiversity Area - will result in degradation of the food-web, declines in
wildlife species to the point of potential extinction for millions of migratory and
other shorebirds, salmon, southern resident killer whales, eulachon, crabs and
other wildlife species. We do not know the tipping point for the Fraser Estuary and
we must employ the precautionary principle.

We respectfully but strongly urge the Canadian government to reject the proposal from
the Vancouver Port Authority to greatly expand the Roberts Bank container facility (RBT2)
based on both environmental and economic considerations.

Thank you for considering BC Nature’s point of view.

Yours truly,
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Alan E. Burger, PhD
President, BC Nature
(Federation of BC Naturalists)
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