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February 3, 2023 File no: 6520-22-0001b

Alan E. Burger

President

BC Nature

1620 Mt. Seymour Road, North Vancouver, BC
V7 G 2R9

RE: Harrison Mills Neighbourhood Plan

Dear Mr. Burger,

The Fraser Valley Regional District (FVRD) thanks you for your thoughtful response to the Harrison Mills
Neighbourhood Planning process. The values discussed in your letter align with FVRD’s approach to the
neighbourhood plan.

We agree that the environment is fundamental to the identity of the Plan area as it exists within the
confluence of the Salmon Stronghold, the Chehalis River Estuary Important Bird Area, and the
Lha:lt/Harrison-Chehalis Wildlife Management Area. We are committed to ensuring the Neighbourhood
Plan is shaped by the residents of Harrison Mills and based on sound environmental and planning
principles.

The Harrison Mills Neighbourhood Plan started with an overview-level environmental assessment. A few
key considerations of the first environmental assessment were:

e Regulatory considerations including legislation and policies;

e Review of Valued Ecosystem Components (VECs) including, but not limited to, aquifers, freshwater
resources, vegetation, riparian habitats, rare ecosystems, rare plants, wildlife species, wildlife trees,
species at risk, and critical habitat; and

e Research into rare element occurrences and known contaminated sites.

As you mentioned, recently, we have engaged Hancock Wildlife Foundation to provide a second
environmental assessment to provide a more holistic representation of the ecological significance of this
area. The study is underway and currently awaiting comments from the Sts’ailes First Nation to understand
and acknowledge their traditional knowledge of the area. This report takes legislation such as the BC
Wildlife Act, the federal Migratory Birds Conservation Act, the federal Species at Risk Act, and a multitude of
best management practices such as the BC Guidelines for Raptor Conservation conservation into account.
These environmental assessments along with other completed technical assessments such as parks and
recreation, geohazards, archaeological, and Crown Land will form the basis of our final conceptual
neighbourhood plan and its policies.

The Harrison Mills Neighbourhood Planning process started in September 2021. It has been highly
community-driven. The Conceptual Plan and initial policy direction have been developed in close
collaboration with community members and stakeholders of Harrison Mills. To date, the engagement
process has consisted of five public meetings (both virtual and in-person) and a community survey.
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Together, our project team made the following commitments to the Harrison Mills Neighbourhood Plan

project:

An iterative, community-driven, and collaborative planning process

An environment-first approach to ensure the protection and enhancement of the natural
environment and wildlife habitat, and the preservation of mature trees wherever possible
Respect the eagle and salmon stronghold

Respect areas of cultural and/or historical significance

Respect Indigenous rights and title claims on Crown Land

Accommodate an appropriate number of housing units to meet Electoral Area C's housing needs
Contribute to the existing community character and quality of life

Respect existing golf course use

Ensure any future development is within the area’s servicing capacity and in alignment with the
constraints identified through the technical assessments

Support local economic opportunities / create employment opportunities

The conceptual plan has not been finalized yet. We appreciate and welcome your letter providing us with
additional resources to consider for the neighbourhood plan. We will incorporate these resources in our
environmental and policy review.

All the relevant reports and updates to the neighbourhood plan are on our Have Your Say webpage. The
second environmental assessment will be uploaded there when it is finalized in the coming months. We
will also be uploading our draft neighbourhood plan on the webpage for comments and feedback. | would
be happy to send you a copy for an opportunity to provide feedback.

As an important stakeholder, we welcome the opportunity to meet you and discuss your submission in
further detail. We plan to host our next public information meeting in the coming months. | would like to
extend an invitation to attend the next community meeting to join the discussion with the area residents.

Best regards,

Hasib
Nadvi
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Hasib Nadvi, RPP, MCIP
Manager of Planning
Fraser Valley Regional District
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cc: Graham Daneluz, Director of Planning & Development
Katelyn Hipwell, Planner 2
David Bennett, Planner 2
Samantha Lahey, Urban Systems Ltd.
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