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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS

January 27, 2023

The Honourable Steven Guilbeault

Minister of the Environment and Climate Change Canada
Ottawa, Ontario.

Via email: ministre-minister@ec.gc.ca

Re: Proposed changes to the Woodfibre LNG project decision statement conditions

Dear Minister Guilbeault:

| am writing on behalf of BC Nature. We are an organization with more than 6,000 members in
more than 55 nature clubs within the province of British Columbia. Our motto is “to know nature
and keep it worth knowing”.

Recently we have been advised that the proponent for the proposed Woodfibre LNG

facility in Squamish B.C. has requested changes to the monitoring area for potential hearing loss
for marine mammals such as the orca, seals, and sea lions that reside in the immediate area. The
request to decrease the monitoring area from 7322 metres to 125 metres represents a significant
reduction to a “safe” zone for these animals.

Construction activities such as pile driving are inherently noisy. Hearing loss or deficiency would
adversely impact these animals’ ability to successfully hunt, and to communicate with each other.
Sound communication is of great importance to marine mammals. As the earth is in the midst of a
sixth extinction, it is important that we do our utmost to encourage and preserve healthy
populations of other species.

Accordingly, | respectfully urge you and the Impact Assessment Agency to deny this request by the
proponent of this project.

Yours truly,
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Alan E. Burger, PhD
President, BC Nature

(Federation of BC Naturalists)

c.c. The Honourable George Heyman, Minister of the Environment and Climate Change, B.C.
ENV.minister@gov.bc.ca

cc. The Honourable David Eby, Premier of B.C. premier@gov.bc.ca
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