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January 17, 2023 
 
To: Hasib Nadvi, Katelyn Hipwell and Julie Mundy 
Fraser Valley Regional District - Area C - Official 
Community Plan areacocp@fvrd.ca 
 
Re:  Harrison Mills Community plan 
 
Dear Hasib Nadvi, Katelyn Hipwell and Julie Mundy, 
 
BC Nature, a federation of more than 50 naturalists’ clubs with more than 6000 members 
throughout BC, believes that the natural health and wealth of BC is essential to a sustainable 
future. We echo the concerns and support the efforts of the local Important Bird Area (IBA) 
volunteer caretakers Kathy Stewart and Mary Riddolls to create an effective Community Plan at 
Harrison Mills.  
 
We are pleased that the Hancock Wildlife Foundation was chosen to conduct a second 
environmental assessment towards the goal of a community plan that reconciles development and 
environmental protection. While the Hancock Foundation’s primary focus is on the Bald Eagle, 
protection must extend to the eagle’s ecosystem, including large trees along the foreshore and in 
the surrounding hillsides, and the streams required by salmon. We support the protection of the 
entire ecosystem, not only the eagles that congregate in the area from October into January. 
Protection to the riparian habitat needs to include all seasons and the multitude of other species 
that rely upon it. We are concerned that the assessment may overlook sensitive ecosystem 
components, such as threatened and endangered species. 
 
The Chehalis River Estuary is IBA BC033, an internationally recognized IBA overseen in Canada by 
Bird Studies Canada and in British Columbia by BC Nature. Liam Ragan of BC Nature coordinates 
IBA management provincially (iba@bcnature.ca ), and the local volunteer caretakers live nearby. 
Information can be found at ibacanada.ca. Furthermore, this IBA will likely shortly be granted 
international Key Biodiversity Area (KBA) status, emphasizing the need to protect the entire 
ecosystem. 
 
The area from the Highway 7 bridge northward, which includes the river and the estuary, was 
designated a provincial Wildlife Management Area (WMA) in November of 2016, with the support 
of the BC Nature Trust Foundation, Ducks Unlimited, and other organizations. 
 
The communication we received indicated difficulty in obtaining data on the area. Please consider 
additional data, besides that from the organizations listed above, as follows: 

 Christmas Bird Counts, conducted in mid-December every year and submitted to Birds 
Canada and to the Audubon Society. To date, 148 species of birds have been recorded in 
the affected area within the Harrison River Christmas Bird Count. 
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 An online blog (since 2010) by one of the volunteer caretakers for the Chehalis River IBA, 

covering not only the birds but also all ‘natural’ aspects of the Harrison Mills area. That 

blog can be found at: http://ibabc033chehalisestuary.blogspot.com or by going to the 

website for the Fraser Valley Bald Eagle Festival and clicking on Birder’s Blog. One hundred 

eighty-four species of birds have been recorded so far in this year-round endeavour. 

 iNaturalist and eBird are two other sources of data for the area, as volunteer IBA 

caretakers and others have made numerous submissions to both online sites. 

(https://www.inaturalist.org/home  and  https://ebird.org/canada/home) 

Important Bird Areas are of international significance. Many, such as this one, are being converted 
to Key Biodiversity Areas, emphasizing the maintenance of interconnectivity to adequately protect 
an area. We urge extreme care in any development that might compromise the natural value of 
the Harrison Mills area.  
 
Yours truly, 

 
Alan E. Burger, PhD 
President, BC Nature 
(Federation of BC Naturalists) 
 
cc Liam Ragan, IBA/KBA Coordinator BC Nature  iba@bcnature.ca  
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