
December 29, 2022 
  
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Lana Miller 
Salmonid Enhancement Program North Coast 
Section head 
PO Box 578 
Smithers BC V0J 2N0 
  
Dear Ms. Miller: 
 
I am writing this in regards the Sumgas Creek Habitat Offsetting / Restoration Enhancement Project 
planned for Kitimat.  
 
My understanding is that LNG Kitimat is proposing to remove eight weirs, concrete abutments, and a 
fish ladder etc., for the wetland/marshlands to be scoured and dredged, and trees as well as other 
streamside vegetation removed.  
 
The main focus appears to be reintroduction of salmonid species to the Creek and accessibility and 
beautification. 
 
The agreement with the District indicates that LNG will provide: 
“1. Funding for a peer review of the project by a qualified wildlife specialist; 
2. Replace approximately 725 metres of existing walkway along Sumgas Creek; 
3. Access ramps to the dredge pocket on the left and right banks of Sumgas Creek; 
4. Development of post-construction maintenance plans for the District; 
5. Any public consultation and information sessions will be led by LNG Canada and/or consultants; 
 
The new improvements will require maintenance by the District (most notably scouring of the dredge 
pocket just upstream from where Sumgas Creek crosses Kuldo), but this is also required with the current 
dredge pool. 
 

a) Reconstruction of approximately 725 metres and repair of approximately 375 metres of existing 
concrete walkway adjacent Sumgas Creek.  

b) Installation of lighting along the walkway adjacent Sumgas Creek. The portion of walkway where 
lighting does not currently exist is highlighted in blue on Figure 2. 

c) Construct two access ramps to the dredge pocket site downstream of weir 8 on the left and 
right banks of Sumgas Creek 

d) Installation of educational signage in support of the Sumgas Creek Habitat 
e) Installation of 3 viewing benches along the Sumgas Creek Offsetting Area. Location of viewing 

benches to be incorporated in final design and mutually agreed with the District. 
f) Rehabilitation of other disturbed land areas with a diversity of foliage and vegetation consistent 

with Department of Fisheries and Oceans’ requirements for a riparian zone and a landscaping 
plan, all to be mutually agreed with the District.” 

 
My concerns are that: 

• The Sumgas Creek is a main wildlife highway from upper Kitimat to the Kitimat River.  
• Bears both Grizzly and Blacks use this highway year-round. 



• Beaver kits have been going upstream, as they move further from the parent’s den just along 
from the foot of the Creek.  

• River Otters may be denning along the upper Creek as I have seen them frequently. 
• Muskrats are to be found further down but I am not sure if they den there.  
• The Creek has slowly established itself over the last 50 years and has a now healthy population 

of streamside vegetation and bull rushes, which support numerous summer warblers, and many 
water birds including a growing colony of Great Blue Herons (Ardea herodias fannini on B.C.'s 
Blue List of vulnerable species), Wilson's Snipe, Hooded Mergansers, and even Wood Ducks. 

• Also, Trumpeter Swans, Snow Geese, Canada Geese, and an abundance of different birds that I 
am not familiar with, frequent the Creek during their yearly migrations. 

• They feast on the numerous Toads, Salamanders, Lizards and Minnows found in and along the 
Creek especially in the marshlands/wetlands. 

• The established berry bushes of salmonberry, huckleberry, etc. as well as the Mountain or Sitka 
Ash provide sustenance for the wildlife. 

• The trees along the Creek also act as a buffer for residents from the noise and smells of the 
industries along Haisla Blvd i.e. First Canada (bus parking and maintenance), Esso (gas station), 
etc.  

• The trees that abut the schoolgrounds have been allowed to grow behind a fence to discourage 
students from going down to the Creek (due to a prior drowning) and I do not think the School 
District was consulted. 

• Residents along the Creek have not been consulted by the District and are referred to the LNG 
company as was I. The LNG person James Norris, has just started on this file in the last month in 
Kitimat and has no knowledge or vested interest in the area other than to ensure the approvals 
are completed. 

• An independent Environmental Assessment (not paid for by LNG) has not been completed for 
this area. 

    
This will disrupt a bear highway, a bird migration corridor and a growing colony of Great Blue Herons, as 
well as resident wildlife. 
 
During the last couple of years Kitimat and its environs have had massive environmental disruptions 
from: 

1. the very wide swath of the overland Coastal Gas Link pipeline,  
2.  the marine destruction on the Kitimat River estuary from the LNG export facility  
3.  the Minette Bay shoreline wetlands ‘beautification’. 

 
There are now at least two proposals for more pipelines i.e. the Pacific Trail Pipeline, the Pacific Traverse 
Energy pipeline and a new railyard according to the District of Kitimat website.   
 
Industry has taken over our marvel of nature and no assessment completed as to how all of this “as a 
whole”, is disrupting the environment. 
 
This agreement is for the introduction of one species to the detriment of numerous other species. 

• Is your department aware of any of this? 
• Who was consulted? 
• What criteria was used and who provided it?  
• Has this been approved by DFO? 

https://canada.chevron.com/-/media/canada/our-businesses/documents/chevron-pacific-trail-pipeline-2018.pdf


• Has the Ministry of Environment, Lands and Parks Wildlife B.C. Conservation Data Centre been 
consulted and made aware of these species using these corridors and the proposed plans? 

• Has the Environmental Assessment Office been made aware of any of this? 
 
Thank you for your time and awaiting a response, 
Sincerely 
Joneen Flaherty                                                                                          
136 Kootenay Street                                                                                          
Kitimat, BC V8C 1X3  
 
 
 
CC: Ministry of Environment, Lands and Parks office  
Environmental Assessment Office  
Wildlife Branch and Conservation Data Centre  
Ross Venessland Canadian Wildlife Service of Environment and Climate Change Canada 
Member of Parliament for Skeena, Taylor Bachrach  
Member of Parliament Dick Cannings 
Member of the Legislative Assembly for Skeena, Ellis Ross  
Alan Burger BC Nature 
Walter Thorne Kitimat Valley Naturalists  
Kitimat mayor and council  
  
 


