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Marine Life Sanctuaries Society el
Healthy Glass Sponge

The Honourable Minister Joyce Murray December 5, 2022
joyce.murray@parl.gc.ca
Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard

Regarding: DFO Failure to Protect Glass Sponge Marine Refuges in Atl’kaZtsem/Howe Sound, BC

Honourable Minister Murray,

We, the undersigned, support the Marine Life Sanctuaries Society of BC in its request to the Federal
Government to fulfill its responsibilities to protect the Marine Refuges (2019) and Fishery Closures
(2022) established for the Glass Sponge Reefs in AtI’ka7tsem/Howe Sound, BC. This request is a follow-
up to the letters of concern sent to the Minister(s) of Fisheries, Oceans and Canadian Coast Guard on
July 6, 2021 and May 23, 2022 regarding on-going damage to fragile Glass Sponge Reef habitats (GSRs).

The illegal fishing activities used by recreational and commercial bottom-contact fishers within the GSRs
have been reported to DFO by MLSS over the past several years; however, damage to the reefs
continues. Actual protection of the GSRs is basically non-existent and fishers are escaping accountability
for the damage incurred by their actions. The outcome is obvious: a complete economic and ecological
collapse of these healthy, productive GSRs (important nursery, feeding and refuge grounds for
commercial, recreational and cultural fisheries).

Canada is entrusted with a world class treasure of rare GSRs found only in BC. The glass sponges are
extremely vulnerable to physical damage, take decades as individuals to grow, and centuries to build
into thriving benthic reef ecosystems. It is our duty as citizens of Canada to protect these reefs.

From our communication with the Fishery Officers stationed in Squamish, we are aware of their efforts
to effectively monitor and enforce DFO’s mandated protection for the GSR Marine Refuges and Fisheries
Closures. However, they lack sufficient resources to do so. At a February 15, 2022 meeting with DFO,
two Fishery Officer positions were promised for Atl’ka7tsem / Howe Sound enforcement. By the time
these officers are on-the-water in 2023, there is a VERY HIGH RISK of additional damage to the GSRs.

We appreciate and support DFO’s discussions to reduce the multiple types of fishing permits for
different activities and different sets of rules within the Sound. Consolidating and simplifying the
regulations will reduce confusion and interpretation of the regulations by recreational, commercial and
cultural fisheries.

In the meantime, however, WE IMPLORE YOU to immediately increase the necessary resources NOW,
not in 2023 - specifically the number of on-the-water officers who can effectively monitor and enforce
the protection of the GSRs within Atl’kaZtsem / Howe Sound.



It is the Federal Government’s responsibility to protect the GSR Marine Refuges in At’ka7tsem / Howe
Sound if we expect them to survive into the next decade; or risk consequences of loss of biodiversity and
long-term sustainability of our coastal marine life that depends on these productive but sensitive habits.

Sincerely,
Adam Taylor, MLSS President Lora Tryon, MLSS Vice-President
Sheila Byers, MLSS Director-at-Large Glen Dennison, MLSS Board of Advisors

Marine Life Sanctuaries Society

W A‘"_’KA] ¢ Ruth Simons, Lead,

* * Y Howe Sound Biosphere Region Initiative Society,
' HOWE sol Atl'ka7tsem/Howe Sound UNESCO Biosphere Region
' - -= == P:604921-6564 C: 778 834-4292

www.HoweSoundbri.org

Biodiversity Conservation - Reconciliation - Sustainable Development

AtI’ka7tsem/Howe Sound Marine Stewardship Initiative (formerly the Marine Reference Guide)
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Betty Davison, Office Manager
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https://bcnature.org/
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Dr. Chris Harvey-Clark

DALHOUSIE Dalhousie University
UNIVERSITY  University Veterinarian, Animal Ethics

charveyc@dal.ca
P: 902-494-1270

Peter Scholefield, President, Gambier Island Conservancy
C/0 1288 Esquimalt Avenue,
West Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, V7T 1K3
P: (604) 913-9090 C: (604) 762-6224
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Bernard P. Hanby

MLSS Co-founder, Advisor; Diver, Photographer, Researcher and Writer
West Vancouver, BC

bphanby@shaw.ca

Rick Harbo

Marine Biologist, Educator, Author and Citizen Scientist
Nanaimo, BC

rmharbol@gmail.com

Andy Lamb,

MLSS Co-Founder, Advisor; Biologist, diver, researcher and writer
Thetis Island, BC

andylamb@telus.net

Neil McDaniel,

Biologist, diver, photographer, researcher and writer
Vancouver, BC

C: 604-817-9309

neil.mcd@telus.net

Joan Lopez, Co-President; Marine Biology Section Chair,
Nature Vancouver

Board@naturevancouver.ca

P.O. Box 3021 Stn. Terminal, Vancouver, BC V6B 3X5
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Chair, Thetis Island Nature Conservancy
Thetis Island Nature Conservancy

| hI ‘ ann@thetisislandnatureconservancy.org
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C: 778-984-3631
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