
Rene Savenye Scholarship 2022 - Matthew Syvenky 
 
The BC Nature Education Scholarship Committee is 
pleased to award the Rene Savenye Scholarship to 
Matthew Syvenky as he pursues his academic and 
naturalist efforts in BC. 
 
In Matthew’s words, “I have been a volunteer with 
the Invasive Species Council of BC (ISCBC) for two 
years, dedicating 1,000 hours to the program. Also, 
I’ve collaborated with the ISCBC’s social media team 
to write catchy, informative, social media posts 

published on the ISCBC’s social media platforms and to distribute bi-weekly newsletters for the rest of 
the council’s volunteers to enjoy. As a part of the digital media team, I upload photos of invasive and 
non-invasive species in BC to be used in the ISCBC’s promotions, website, and social media. As a part of 
the Environmental team, I am committed to connecting with and mentoring new ISCBC volunteers and 
attend frequent in-person ISCBC events, where volunteers participate in Indigenous-led workshops, host 
garbage clean-ups, explore the Lower Mainland’s biodiversity, and restore ecosystems in places like 
Lynn Canyon, Pacific Spirit Park, Everette Crowley Park, Burnaby Lake, and Queens Park. 
 
“Upon moving into my home two years ago, I discovered a local creek covered in Himalayan Blackberry, 
inaccessible to wildlife and lacking biodiversity. Working for more than two years to remove more than 
1,000 kg of invasives, restore the riparian corridor with 60 native species, clean up garbage and remove 
blockages that have built up from storms, the creek is now more biodiverse and accessible than it has 
been in decades. The effort earned the Canadian Wildlife Federation’s Wildlife Friendly Habitat 
designation. 
 
“As the youngest board member of the Cariboo Heights Forest Preservation Society (A BC Nature Club), I 
attend regular meetings to discuss and brainstorm topics concerning the preservation of the Cariboo 
Heights Forest, visit the forest regularly to participate in invasive plant pulls, garbage cleanups, 
biodiversity surveys, and water quality monitoring and participation in city-wide events that celebrate 
Burnaby’s greenspaces and advocate for their protection. 
 
“I am an active iNaturalist user and have logged more than 5,500 observations and 22,000 
identifications to the online database. I believe citizen science is critical to advancing our understanding 
and conservation of nature.  
 
“I have worked eagerly and tirelessly to steward British Columbia’s ecosystems and will continue to 
spread awareness, appreciation, and understanding of nature to those around me”. ❦ 


