
Bert Brink Scholarship 2022 - Taylor (Tay) Powrie 
 

The BC Nature Education Scholarship Committee is pleased to award 
Taylor (Tay) Powrie the 2022 Bert Brink Scholarship as he pursues his 
academic journey in the footsteps of Bert Brink with a focus on his 
connection to BC Nature, habitat conservation, and academic excellence.  
 
Tay tells us, “I’ve had the privilege to grow and learn in the Interior of BC, 
on the unceded territory of Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc, exploring the 
diverse landscapes and observing the natural world. My youth was filled 
with camping, fly fishing, and hiking…and these experiences developed my 
appreciation for wilderness, a place of complexity, of beauty, uninfluenced 
by human development. Continuing to explore, through backcountry skiing 
and backpacking, I was able to observe the amazing diversity of flora and 

fauna throughout the province. This piqued my interest to study the dynamics of these environments, 
within the context of the Anthropocene epoch, and work to develop place-based management 
strategies to conserve critical ecosystems. I became interested in how water moved naturally through 
the landscape, creating habitat, and shaping our landscape. Research into the topic intrigued me to 
study the ecologically defined borders of watersheds within an academic setting and follow a career 
path that allows a pursuit of my passion for nature.  
“I was able to secure funding and connect the Kamloops Naturalist Club with professors at Thompson 
Rivers University to facilitate a summer student research position that will collect the necessary data for 
developing a restoration project.  
 
“As a member of Kamloops Naturalist Club (KNC), I became involved in their initiative, Grow Wild, a 
program that works to promote biodiversity of native and pollinator friendly species on private 
property. I have taken on the volunteer position of regional coordinator at KNC and helped to develop a 
restoration project within the Lac Du Bois grasslands.” ❦ 


