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October 6, 2022

Alan E. Burger, PhD

President

BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists)
Email: manager@bcnature.ca

Dear Dr. Burger:

Thank you for your letter of August 25, 2022, regarding anchoring in some of BC’s marine
parks, specifically as it relates to sensitive eelgrass habitat. I apologize for the delay in
responding.

Given the province’s vast coastline and range of recreation interests, BC Parks is currently
developing a Marine Recreation Action Plan. This plan, which will be released to the public later
this year, will help protect these special places and ensure sustainable recreation for years to
come.

As part of this plan, we have identified the need to better understand marine values and threats,
and we have initiated preliminary research on the coverage of eelgrass within our some of our
parks. We are also exploring more efficient means of tracking the usage of anchorages. Mapping
these sensitive areas—including Desolation Sound, Montague Harbour, Pirate’s Cove and Wakes
Cove Marine Provincial Parks—will allow us to assess current conditions, take actions to restore
the habitat and help guide decisions on stern ties, mooring buoys and anchoring. We have
already begun to post signage in Desolation Sound closing sensitive areas to anchoring, and the
intent is to close other sensitive areas as we identify them.

With an incredible array of recreation opportunities in over 274 marine protected areas, BC
Parks has a considerable amount to manage each year. You identified eight areas in your letter,
and—while D’Arcy Island and Princess Margaret Marine Parks are under the management of
Parks Canada—BC Parks will continue to prioritize work, move forward collaboratively and
respond to potential impacts and pressures in these coastal locations where feasible. I understand
that Mr. van Drimmelen was recently in contact with Robert van der Zalm, Regional Director for
the West Coast Region, to confirm this approach and the priorities in the West Coast region.

Thank you again for taking the time to write.
With best regards,

Kevin Jardine
Deputy Minister
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