
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alan E. Burger, PhD 
President, BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) 
C\O manager@bcnature.ca 
 
 
Alan E. Burger: 
 
Thank you for your letter dated July 27, 2022, in which your organization 
expressed support for the June 21, 2022, request for a regional assessment of 
the Salish Sea by the Salish Sea Indigenous Guardians Association. 
 
Requests for regional assessments under the Impact Assessment Act (IAA) are 
subject to review and analysis by the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (the 
Agency) to help inform my eventual decision and response to the requestor. As it 
conducts its analysis, the Agency will consider the information provided in your 
letter as it pertains to the requirements detailed in the Agency’s Operational 
Guide: Requesting a Regional or Strategic Assessment under the Impact 
Assessment Act, which is available online at https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-
assessment-agency/services/policy-guidance/regional-strategic-
assessments/requesting-regional-strategic-assessment-iaa.html. 
 
Regional assessments carried out under the IAA assess the effects of existing or 
future physical activities in a region, and, once completed, they are intended to 
inform and improve the subsequent impact assessments of proposed designated 
projects within the region. Impact assessments that are underway prior to and 
during the completion of a regional assessment continue in accordance with their 
legislated processes and timelines. Similarly, the initiation of a regional 
assessment does not prevent new projects from being proposed, and their 
federal impact assessments from proceeding, while a regional assessment is 
underway. 
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The request for a regional assessment in the Salish Sea, any submissions 
received in relation to the request, and my eventual response to the requestor, 
which must be provided within 90 days of receipt of such requests, will be posted 
to the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry at https://iaac-
aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80468.  
 
If you have any questions or require further information on this process, please 
contact Dr. Steve Bonnell, Manager of Strategic and Regional Assessments at 
stephen.bonnell@iaac-aeic.gc.ca or 709-682-4192. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honourable Steven Guilbeault, P.C., M.P. (he/him/il/lui) 
 
 


