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FEDERATION OF BC NATURALISTS
To Know Nature and Keep it Worth Knowing

August 9, 2022

Via Email:

Richard Manwaring, Deputy Minister, FLNR.DMO@gov.bc.ca

Eamon O’Donoghue, Associate Deputy Minister, FLNR.AssociateDMO@gov.bc.ca

Rob Schwietzer, Director, Fire Centre Operations, Kamloops, Rob.Schweitzer@gov.bc.ca
Todd Nessman, Manager Wildfire Operations, Kamloops Todd.Nessman@gov.bc.ca

Dear Sirs,

Re: Wildfire Mitigation Projects in and near Urban Areas

On behalf of BC Nature | am writing to you with concerns about the development of some
aspects of wildfire mitigation. BC Nature (the Federation of BC Naturalists) represents 56
naturalists clubs and more than 6,000 members province-wide. Our membership consists
of dedicated naturalists, including scientists, who are connected to, have expertise in, and
concern for the conservation of British Columbia’s landscapes and the diversity of
organisms that inhabit them. We support any effort to promote the integrity of our natural
ecosystems, not only to protect their biodiversity, but also our lives and the lives of future
generations.

Forested areas, such as woodland parks and reserves within or near urban areas or
municipalities, have been subject to long-term fire suppression efforts. Consequently, a
very high fuel load increases the risk of catastrophic wildfires that may spread to
infrastructure including residences, businesses, roads, railways, etc. Many, if not most,
communities in BC that are located in or near forested areas should be considering “fire
smarting” parks and reserves (e.g., by reducing fuel loads, and addressing fuel-laddering
issues). BC Nature supports wildfire protection projects that help protect nearby
residences and other community infrastructure near these forested areas.

However, negative impacts of wildfire mitigation to the vitality and health of the forest
ecosystem and to the park-users’ experience may be significant. We therefore ask that
they be considered and addressed when planning and implementing these projects. A fire
smart forest is not mutually exclusive from one that has a healthy, diverse ecosystem that
is aesthetically attractive and experientially pleasing to users.

To accomplish this, BC Nature recommends the following approaches:

1. All future wildfire mitigation work undertaken in or near urban parks and reserves be
planned and implemented in a manner that maintains and enhances forest ecological
and park-user values while significantly reducing the potential for catastrophic wildfires.

2. Governing authorities secure expert independent scientific input/review (e.g.,
Registered Professional Biologist in addition to a RPF) of all wildfire protection work
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proposed for parks or reserves, evaluating strategies to ensure that they maintain and
enhance the health and biodiversity of plants, animals, and soils.

3. Support fire-resistant broad-leaved growth in the treated areas, including:

a. selectively removing non-deciduous trees of various age/size rather than
removing many small/mid-size trees;

b. where feasible, pruning only the lower branches on mid-size trees rather than
removing them, to reduce potential fuel laddering while allowing more light
penetration to support broad-leaved undergrowth and helping diversify forest
composition;

c. the judicious removal of some mature trees to create light openings;

d. planting some fire-resistant broad-leaved trees and shrubs in treated areas to
hasten understory development in lower light penetration areas, including along
trail margins; and

e. recognizing that a more natural forest with variety in tree species and size,
including a deciduous understory, enhances wildlife diversity, ecological
processes, aesthetics and park-users’ experience.

4. Include clear, standardized, forest management fire smart criteria in relevant statutes,
funding application processes, and project supervision, because the Government of
BC funds, directs, and/or supervises many of these projects.

5. Governing authorities implement a meaningful public consultation process to educate
the public and secure citizens’ input.

BC Nature would be pleased to provide more detailed suggestions about the planning
process, technical issues, and public consultation. We look forward to your response and
working with you to manage our forested areas in ways that support healthy ecosystems
and communities.

Sincerely,
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Alan E. Burger, PhD
President, BC Nature
(Federation of BC Naturalists)
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