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August 25, 2022 

 
Kevin Jardine, Deputy Minister 
BC Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy 
PO Box 9339 Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria, B.C.   V8W 9M1 
Via email: DM.ENV@gov.bc.ca. 
 
Dear Mr. Jardine 
 
Re: Anchoring in Popular BC Marine Parks 
 
I am writing on behalf of BC Nature concerning ongoing damage to BC Marine Parks. 
 
BC Nature represents 56 local nature clubs and 6,300 members across British Columbia. 
BC Nature works to protect our environment and educate naturalists, the public, and 
decision-makers about the natural history of British Columbia, including its biodiversity, 
species at risk, and parks and other natural areas. Our mission is “Know Nature and Keep 
It Worth Knowing.”  
 
BC Nature and its members are concerned about the damage being done to the seabed by 
recreational boaters in eight heavily-used marine parks in the West Coast/Vancouver 
Island region: D’Arcy Island, Princess Margaret, Pirate’s Cove, Wallace Island, Copeland 
Islands, Desolation Sound, Buccaneer Bay, and Harmony Islands.  
 
Boaters require safe mooring when visiting marine parks but mooring typically involves 
anchoring. The anchors and anchor chains rip up the subtidal vegetation, plowing and 
scouring the seabed. Our concern is that the seabed provides vital habitat for a host of 
creatures: sea stars, sea urchins, sea cucumbers, crabs, shrimp, barnacles, mussels, 
chitons, snails, nudibranchs, tubeworms and ribbon worms, rockfish, sculpins, flounders, 
juvenile salmon, and even the Giant Pacific Octopus. Some anchorages are on eelgrass 
beds which are critical habitat for numerous fish and other marine creatures. This seabed 
disturbance has two causes: 

• dragging while setting and raising anchors and 

• scouring with the associated chain and anchor rode as vessels drift around their 
anchors with changing currents and winds.  

 
Protection of the seabed in marine parks is as essential as conservation of terrestrial 
features because the seabed damage is unseen. But BC Park’s policies are allowing 
anchoring in marine parks. In fact, by tolerating free anchoring but charging a fee for use 
of mooring buoys, policies are actually encouraging the use of anchors. That is directly 
contrary to sound management; park policies should discourage anchoring and promote  
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the use of mooring buoys. There is clearly a need to investigate the effects of anchoring in 
parks using professional biologists and divers.  
 
One of our Board members, Ben van Drimmelen, has been trying to work with your staff 
for the past year on the anchoring issue. Your Protected Areas Applied Ecologist, Stephen 
Ban passed Mr. van Drimmelen’s correspondence on to other staff in Victoria. However, 
this is a regional issue, as recreational boater density is particularly high in BC Park’s West 
Coast Region. Therefore, Mr. van Drimmelen contacted Area Supervisor Andy Macdonald. 
He was sympathetic but retired last winter. Subsequent repeated efforts by Mr. van 
Drimmelen to engage with Regional Director Robert van der Zalm have been unsuccessful. 
As a result, there has been very little on-the-ground progress towards reducing or 
eliminating the ongoing harm to our most heavily-used marine parks in and along Georgia 
Strait. 
 
BC Nature wishes to collaborate with BC Parks staff to resolve the problem of anchoring in 
our marine parks. I hope you can suggest an effective, constructive process and perhaps 
ask Mr. van der Zalm to engage with Mr. van Drimmelen, currently one of BC Nature’s 
Directors at Large. He can be contacted at ben@barristers4bears.com . 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
Alan E. Burger, PhD 
President, BC Nature 
(Federation of BC Naturalists) 
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